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Vinayak Bharne, AICP, is an urban designer and city planner based in Los Angeles, whose distinguished 25-year career has 

spanned practice, research, education and advocacy. He is the 2024 recipient of the John Chase Visionary Award for 

excellence in urban design and planning from the American Planning Association Los Angeles Section, and the 2023 recipient 

of the Allied Professional Appreciation Award from the Indian Society of Landscape Architects - the highest national award 

bestowed on a non-landscape architect for significant contributions to the field. He is the Co-Director of the global urbanism 

think-tank and knowledge platform, My Liveable City, and an Adjunct Professor of urbanism in the School of Architecture 

at the University of Southern California and the College of Urban Planning & Public Affairs at the University of Illinois 

Chicago. 

Bharne’s includes projects in the United States, Canada, India, Australia, China, United Arab Emirates, Panama, Kenya 

and Mauritius. His professional experience ranges from master plans and designs for satellite cities, new towns, 

neighborhoods, districts, resort-villages, campuses, streets and housing for corporate, private and institutional clients; to urban 

regulations, policies and strategic advising for government and non-government agencies. His career has included leadership 

positions in reputed planning firms in the United States where his projects received numerous local and national awards. These 

include the 2013 National Award for Smart Growth Achievement – Overall Excellence by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency, the 2013 Pinnacle Award from the International Downtown Association, six national Charter Awards from 

the Congress for the New Urbanism; and the Excellence in Planning Implementation Award from the California Chapter of the 

American Planning Association. 

His academic research explores the interface of ecology, climate change and urbanism; the conservation of indigenous habitats 

and communities; the impact of water crisis on cities; and the intersection of urban informality and sacredness. His recent 

research projects include “Saving the Guna Yala” – a study on how sea-level rise and ocean acidification is threatening 

indigenous island villages in the Caribbean Sea; “Empowering the “Widows of Varanasi” – a strategy for enhancing the lives 

of a marginalized community through small-scale  urban farming and craft-making; and “Reinventing the Qanat” – a strategy 

for repurposing abandoned historic subterranean hydro-infrastructure in the deserts of Central Asia into contemporary grey-

water harvesting and recycling systems.

A respected figure in the planning profession, Bharne is the author/editor of nine books. They include ”Affordable Housing, 

Inclusive Cities”, “Urbanism Beyond 2020: Reflections During the COVID-19 Pandemic”, “Urban Sustainability Through 

Brownfield Development: Learning from the Nirlon Knowledge Park” and “Streets for All: 50 Ideas for Shaping Resilient 

Cities.” His interviews, essays and opinions have been published by the Journal of Architectural Education, Council on Tall 

Buildings & Urban Habitat, Monocle, The Times of India, Indian Express, Landscape Journal, Urban Design Quarterly, China 

Architectural Heritage, Japan Foundation etc.

Bharne served on the jury of the A + D Design Awards in 2023, and the Indian Society of Landscape Architects National 

Awards in 2022. In 2026, he was appointed by the American Institute of Architects (California) on their Urban Design 

Awards Committee as one of three professionals from the state to help direct the awards and select the jury. In 2013, he was 

featured as an emerging thought-leader by World Architecture News and in 2015 honored as one of nine international trans-

disciplinary urban thinkers at the Urban Edge Award Seminar at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of 

Architecture & Urban Planning. A former Jaycee Traveling Scholar to Japan, and recipient of the Presidential Fellowship at the 

USC Marshall School of Business, he currently serves on the Advisory Board of the Indian Education Society College of 

Architecture (Mumbai), and as a Studio Mentor at the BMS College of Architecture (Bangaluru) in India. He also serves on the 

Advisory Council of the Los Angeles Regional Planning History Group in the United States and on the International Speakers 

Bureau of the Intelligent Communities Forum in Canada.

vbharne@gmail.com

Phone: 323 252 7145
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VINAYAK BHARNE RECEIVES THE 2023 ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 

& IMPACT AWARD FROM USC PACIFIC ASIA MUSEUM 
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On Oct. 30, USC Price School of Public Policy Adjunct Associate Professor Vinayak 

Bharne was among nine international trans-disciplinary urban thinkers and invited 

speakers who were honored at the prestigious Urban Edge Award Seminar at the 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Architecture & Urban Planning 

(SARUP).

Introduced in 2006, the biennial award – now in its fifth iteration – recognizes 

“excellence in the broad field of urban design and the ability of individuals to create 

major, positive change within the public realm through engaging research, critical 

practice and urban activism.” It is modeled after SARUP’s Marcus Prize for 

emerging architects and urbanists, and generously supported by the Wisconsin 

Preservation Fund and the law firm of Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren.

Bharne is a noted practitioner and educator in the fields of urban design and city 

planning. In addition to his faculty role at the USC Price School, Bharne is Director 

of Design at Moule & Polyzoides Architects and Urbanists in Pasadena, and also 

serves as the urban design and planning adviser to the Government of Karnataka’s 

Directorate of Urban Land Transport in India.

Past recipients of the Urban Edge Award include Julie Bargmann, DIRT (2007), 

Elizabeth Diller, Scofidio + Renfro (2009), Herbert Dreiseitl, Atelier Dreiseitl (2011) 

& Weiss/Manfredi Architecture/Landscape/Urbanism (2013).

The 2015 list of honorees included:

. Manzoor Ahtesham (Writer, Bhopal, India)

. Sean Anderson (Senior Lecturer of Architecture, University of Sydney, Australia)

. Sangeeta Bagga-Mehta (Associate Professor of Architecture, Chandigarh College of Architecture, India)

. Vinayak Bharne (Adjunct Associate Professor of Urban Design & Planning, University of Southern California, USA)

. Ameen Farooq (Professor of Architecture & Urban Design, Kennesaw State University, USA)

. Luis Feduchi (Dean, School of Architecture, Camilo Jose Sela University, Spain)

. Arpan Johari (Architect, Ahmedabad, India)

. Dongsei Kim (Assistant Professor of Architecture, Korea University, Korea)

. Peter Scriver (Senior Lecturer of History, Theory & Architectural Design, University of Adelaide, Australia)

Vinayak Bharne recognized for creating positive public change through 

urban design scholarship, practice
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Tell us a little bit about your three books and motivation behind each of them. 

My forthcoming book Zen Spaces & Neon Places brings two decades of writing and reflecting on Japan, since my first trip in 1993 as an 

exchange student from India. With the emergence of China and India, Japan has now dropped below the intellectual radar, when, in fact, 

it continues to remain a very relevant reference for our times. So this book offers a critical reinterpretation of Japan’s complex built 

environment across history - the import of Tang Dynasty prototypes, entry of European influences, insinuation of Western democracy, 

rise and collapse of the economic bubble, the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster - and their transformative effects in shaping and re-

shaping the Japanese built landscape we see today. The intention is to provoke deeper reflections on why and how what we see today has 

come to be, and learn from it. 

The Emerging Asian City was born out of a frustration. There are a lot of books with the title Asian Cities but they are really focused on 

select regions of Asia, missing the larger point. So this book brought together multi-national, multi-disciplinary scholars who were doing 

great work on different parts of Asia, to capture - however imperfectly - the sheer breadth and complexity of the various forces shaping 

cities across Asia today. This book is an argument to notice how regions across Asia, despite their differences, also have numerous 

overlaps - thereby offering another reading of where Asian cities are heading. 

Rediscovering the Hindu Temple makes the point that the Hindu temple today is a lot more than just a historic, classical, sacred artifact. 

In this book, we explore the controversies behind the treatises that have shaped them and also examine their traditional architectural 

canons. But more importantly we look into several other dimensions of temples that are typically missed - such as their rudimentary and 

populist forms as wayside shrines, their presence as larger habitats, or ritualscapes devoted to prescribed and choreographed activity. We 

simultaneously notice them as contemporary elements, having a profound influence on the Indian metropolitan landscape. So this book 

provokes a dialog on the nexus and potential of religion and other populist forces as agents and catalysts for urban transformation in 

India and beyond. 

Through your books, specifically The Emerging Asian City, did you encounter a deeper understanding of the subject matter and 

how does this understanding reflect on your practice as an urban designer? 

I think the deeper understanding that emerged from this book was where exactly different Asian cities overlap and separate and why. The 

Indian sub-continent, for instance, is historically entwined with the cultures of the Persian and Gulf region through the Islamic trajectory, 

as it is with China and Japan through the Buddhist one. Colonialism; post-independence nation-building; the entry and assimilation of 

Western democracy; informal urbanisms; sudden cities; the embrace of Modernism - these are phenomena scattered throughout urban 

Asia in space and time, even though their specific guises may be different. We all know how several Asian nations built brand new 

Modern cities as emblems of sovereignty after independence. 

But six decades later, how and why are Chandigarh, Islamabad, Jakarta and Tehran different? Rapid urbanisation has been a cyclical 

phenomenon in Asia - Japan in the 70s, Hong Kong in the 80s, Kuala Lumpur in the 90’s and now Shenzhen. The forces shaping 

different Asian cities have been different but they are not necessarily isolated or regionally unique. This may seem like a pretty obvious 

point, but very few books have really sunk their teeth into what exactly this means. 

Most of my recent professional work outside the United States - mainly the United Arab Emirates, Panama, Mauritius, Kenya….

IN  CONVERSATION  WITH  VINAYAK BHARNE

Urbanist Vinayak Bharne is Adjunct Associate Professor of Urbanism at the University of Southern 

California and a practicing urban designer. His three most recent books - The Emerging Asian City: 

Concomitant Urbanities & Urbanisms; Rediscovering the Hindu Temple: The Sacred Architecture and 

Urbanism of India; and the forthcoming Zen Spaces and Neon Places: Reflections on Japanese 

Architecture and Urbanism - provide provocative dialogue on understanding cities within specific 

contexts across cultures, nations and historical periods. WAN’s Mumbai Correspondent Pallavi 

Shrivastava spoke to Bharne about the ideas, agendas and inspirations behind these efforts. 
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BOOKS
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Published by Ironman Media Press, India, 2022

This volume explores the evolving potential of the most ubiquitous public 
space in our cities. It offers ideas, tactics and strategies on how our streets 
can be recast, repurposed and redesigned towards greater resilience and 
resourcefulness. Authored by a variety of individuals – from citizen activists 
to photographers, artists to urban designers, sociologists to engineers, 
professors to practitioners – it embraces the pluralism surrounding the 
notion of who our streets are for, who in turn shapes them, by what means, 
and to what ends. 

This book reveals why the pointers to our future will not emerge exclusively 
from affluent nations, or less developed societies alone. In turn, it shows 
how citizens from all walks of life, individually and collectively, can chart 
multifaceted paths towards a more inclusive, sustainable and healthier urban 
future.
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Published by ORO Editions, San Francisco, USA, 2018

In a time when an estimated 1.2 billion people across the world lack 
access to secure housing, how are cities working to empower and 
promote the inclusion of all, irrespective of age, gender, ethnicity, 
disability and economic status? How is affordable housing bridging 
economic gaps across different social, political and cultural 
geographies, particularly for the 900 million individuals who live in 
slums? This volume explores the interface of social justice and city 
making through comparative discussions from Asia, Africa, Australia, 
and Europe, as well as North, Central and South America.

The thirty-six essays in this collection include conversations 
with influential administrators and civic leaders such as Somsook 
Boonyabancha, and Jaime Lerner. Commentaries on transformative 
initiatives such as “Child Friendly Cities,” and “Women for the World.” 
And case studies of exemplary projects by globally known architects 
and planners such as Alejandro Aravena and MVRDV. The multifaceted 
narrative of this volume is a call for expanding the narrow focus on 
urban equitability, towards a more integral outlook on the myriad ways 
through which affordable housing and inclusive cites are being 
generated globally. 

“….. a must-read for policy makers and practitioners working in the field of housing and sustainable urbanization……”

Claudio Acioly

Head of Capacity Building, 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme
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Published by 010Publishers, The Netherlands, 2020

This volume is a focused case-study of the award-winning150-acre 
brownfield redevelopment project, Paleiskwartier, in the 
Netherlands. 

Tracing the project’s history and evolution over three decades and 
extracting behind-the scenes insights through conversations with its 
key players, this book shows how an incremental brownfield 
upcycling effort, coupled with a compact development footprint and 
proximity to a major transit node, can become a paradigm of urban 
sustainability. It also demonstrates how new infill in underused 
industrial areas our cities can accommodate significant urban 
growth, thereby reducing the need for expansion at the urban edge.
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Published by ORO Editions, San Francisco, USA, 2022

Urbanism Beyond 2020 explores numerous questions triggered by the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Why is city making a health project? How are 
ecological and human wellbeing interrelated? How can leadership and 
governance help bridge gaps in our unjust cities? How can we renew our 
relationship with dwellings and neighborhoods? How resilient and 
adaptable are our cities during uncertain times? Amidst climate change 
and global warming, is the pandemic a prelude to the challenges to 
come? 

Going across nations and geo-political terrains, the essays in this volume 
span a wide range of topics—ecology, wildlife, social justice, vernacular 
habitats, the water crisis, public space, urban density, informal 
economies, governance, religion, and urban art.  They remind us why we 
live in an interconnected world, and why this pandemic is a crucial period 
to reexamine the impact of our cities on our planet’s future.
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Published by AR+D Publishers, San Francisco, USA, 2013

Moving across Japanese history in time and space, from its ancient Shinto 
beginnings to its largest recorded earthquake, and from the spiritual calm of 
the Ise Shrine and Ryoan-ji Temple to the psychedelic consumerism of 
Shinjuku and Ginza, Zen Spaces & Neon Places captures the multifarious 
interweaves of the Japanese built environment – its historic buildings and 
post-industrial cities; monastic gardens and digital streetscapes; modern 
landmarks and theme parks; and concurrent propensities for kinky love 
hotels and contemplative tea huts. 

This book shifts the emphasis on how we choose to read Japanese 
architecture and urbanism: It focuses on phenomena and meanings rather 
than forms and objects, and prioritizes intentions and legacies over the 
mechanics of design. It aims to glean into Japan’s built landscape as an 
overall metamorphic ensemble rather than individual buildings, and 
embraces everything that has shaped, or is shaping the Japanese built world 
we see today. 

“…opens up surprising and fresh perspectives on urban Japan and challenges views that have long been taken for granted…..”

Christian Dimmer, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Urban Design & Urban Studies

University of Tokyo
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Published by Cambridge Scholars Publishers, London, UK, 2013

This volume examines the multifarious dimensions that constitute the workings of 
the Hindu temple as an architectural and urban built form.  

Eleven chapters reflect on Hindu temples from multiple standpoints tracing their 
elusive evolution from wayside shrines as well as canonization  into classical 
objects; questioning the role of treatises containing their building rules; analyzing 
their prescribed proportions and orders; examining their presence in, and as, larger 
sacred habitats and ritualistic settings; and affirming their influential role in the 
contemporary Indian metropolis. 

Going beyond stereotypical presentations of Hindu temples dominated by 
chronological and stylistic themes, this study, addressed to architects, urbanists, 
and builders, combines historic scholarship, documentation, personal observations 
and fieldwork to expand the idea of the Hindu temple as a complex and 
contradictory cultural entity, that is both formal and informal, monumental and 
modest, historic and modern, and deserving of a far broader and deeper 
understanding.

BOOKS

“…a masterful study on the evolution, existence, continuity, transformation, and contemporary networking systems of Hindu temples…”

Rana P. B. Singh

Professor & Head, Department of Geography

Banaras Hindu University, India
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Published by Routledge Press, London, UK, 2018

The act of identifying, protecting, restoring and reusing buildings, 
districts and built landscapes of historic and cultural significance 
is, at its best, a far more reflective and consequential process of 
urban and socio-economic reform. But how and where do such 
aspirations overlap and differ across nations and societies across 
the world? Who are the specific players, and what are the actual 
processes and possibilities that bring about bigger and deeper 
change beyond just the preservation of an architectural or urban 
entity of perceived value? 

This collection of 30 essays explores the global complexity, guises 
and potential of heritage conservation. Going from Tokyo to Cairo, 
Shenzhen to Rome, and Delhi to Moscow, this volume examines a 
vast range of topics – indigenous habitats, urban cores, vernacular 
infrastructure, colonial towns, squatters, burial sites, war zones, 
and modern landmarks. It surfaces numerous inherent issues – 
from water stress, deforestation, and social oppression, to 
poverty, religion, immigration, and polity. 

This books expands the definitions of heritage conservation as 
both an attitude and professional discipline. It seeks to reveal how 
the scope of Heritage Conservation can be expansive, that is, 
bigger than a specific object; plural, that is, enmeshed with 
multiple expertise and specializations; and empathetic, that is, 
born from the actual socio-political realities of a place.
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Published by Routledge Press, London, UK, 2012

This book embraces the complexity and ambiguity of the Asian 
urban landscape, and surveys its bewildering array of 
multifarious urbanities and urbanisms. Twenty-four essays offer 
scholarly reflections and positions on the complex forces and 
issues shaping Asian cities today, looking at why Asian cities are 
different from the West and whether they are treading a 
different path to their futures. Their combined narrative – 
spanning from Turkey to Japan and Mongolia to Indonesia – is 
framed around three sections: Traditions reflects on indigenous 
urbanisms and historic places, Tensions reflects on the legacies of 
Asia’s East–West dialectic through both colonialism and 
modernism and Transformations examines Asia’s new emerging 
utopias and urban aspirations.

Avoiding the categorization of Asian cities exclusively by 
geographic location (south-east, Middle East), or the convenient 
tagging of the term Asian on selective regional parts of the 
continent, it takes a broad intellectual view of the Asian urban 
landscape as a ‘both…and’ phenomenon; as a series of diverse 
confluences – geographic, historic and political – extending from 
the deserts of the Persian Gulf region to the Pearl River Delta. 
This book represents Asia – as a fount of extraordinary 
knowledge that can challenge our fundamental preconceptions 
of what cities are and ought to be.

BOOKS

“……a major contribution to the literature on comparative urbanism and urban development, specifically in the context of 

emerging economies of the Asian continent…..” 

Tridib Banerjee

Professor and the James Irvine Chair in Urban and Regional Planning

University of Southern California
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Published by Ironman Media Press, India, 2024

This volume is a case-study of the award-winning 
brownfield redevelopment project, Nirlon Knowledge 
Park, in Mumbai, India. 

Tracing the project’s history and evolution from an 
original nylon factory site to an urban office park, and 
extracting behind-the scenes insights through 
conversations with its key players, this book shows how 
an incremental brownfield upcycling effort, can become 
a paradigm of urban sustainability in one of the world’s 
densest and complex cities.
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CHAPTERS, ARTICLES & ESSAYS

Vinayak@bharnecollaborations.com

Phone: 323 252 7145

mailto:Vinayak@bharnecollaborations.com


Bharne serves as the Co-Director of the global think tank and knowledge platform, My Liveable City, and as the Executive Editor of its bi-annual 

eponymous journal. Over the past 10 years, under his leadership, the journal has produced more than 35 issues, each one focused on a specific theme.
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DESIGN PROJECTS

Vinayak@bharnecollaborations.com

Phone: 323 252 7145
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Potters Village, Fayoum, Egypt - A masterplan for a new exurban village with a mosque and school, using mud as the building material. The key organizing 

element is a housing cluster of 20 units around a common circular courtyard with a cooling tower.

VINAYAK BHARNE  SELECTED WORK   



Potters Village, Fayoum, Egypt (Continued)
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Conservation Plan, Puebla, Mexico

The Plan introduces as tram route and a public bicycle share system. It  reprograms the area around the Puebla Cathedral as a  select-vehicles-only zone. 

Existing public spaces are enhanced to augment pedestrian activity with farmers markets, urban farming and outdoor dining are as.
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Conservation Plan, Puebla, Mexico



Waha New Town, Marakkech, Morocco 

A masterplan for a new exurban town with low-rise multi-family courtyard and sideyard housing types arranged in blocks with local farms in the middle. The 

town also includes a central mosque and water harvesting fields at the edge. 

VINAYAK BHARNE  SELECTED WORK   



Rural Growth Study, Badami, India

An urban design plan to offer spatial direction to the existing land use plan for this sacred village. The plan proposes six new water harvesting lakes which 

become the armatures of directed rural growth while creating a cooling microclimate within the arid climate of the region.
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Cinta Costera Planning Study, Casco Viejo, Panama

Casco Viejo, Panama’s historic core was significantly transformed with the building of the Cinta Costera highway to help bypass vehicular traffic through the 

settlement. This study proposes to decongest the Casco Viejo by introducing boat traffic. It simultaneously proposes a mangrove forest around the highway 
to transform the concrete infrastructure into a new ecological research center.
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Old Guangzhou Open Space Plan, Guangzhou, China

A masterplan to revitalize Old Guangzhou’s historic waterways and open spaces around the new Museum of Cantonese Opera. The p lan proposes the 

incremental cleaning of the canals and their upgradation into promenades and outdoor theater spaces. An adjacent shophouse st reet is transformed into a 
new informal market street to supplement the activity within the existing alleys of the neighborhood.
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City Center Masterplan, Maripol, Ukraine

(in collaboration with Dutton Architects)

A masterplan for a new city center organized around a major arterial and historic Soviet-era building.
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Panaji Church Square Masterplan, Goa, India (in collaboration with Siddha Sardessai Architects)

A masterplan to renovate a historic square into a flexible space for cars and pedestrians. The project also includes the amal gamation of the square with an 

adjacent park which is upgraded and repurposed to serve as a flood control space during the rainy season.
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Conservation Master Plan, Xixinan, China

A planning study to conserve the village of Xixinan in the Anhui Province in China. Beyond protecting the waterbodies and agricultural assets, the plan 

focuses on reviving the existing artist community by transforming streets and house facades into outdoor art galleries as edu cational, tourism nagnets and 
economic catalysts.
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Boyle Heights Community Hub

A tactical urbanism strategy to use a two-block-long street in a low-income neighborhood as a flexible multi-activity community space. The project creates a 

graphic event calendar showing activity and corresponding props that can be used by community members to transform the street  per the calendar on 
specific days.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS
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Empowering the Widows of Varanasi

(in collaboration with Andrea Binz)

A strategy to enhance the lives of a marginalized community through small -scale urban farming and craft-making.
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Reinventing the Qanat

(in collaboration with Selin Guner, Justin Zhu & Eric Babakhani)

Explores how the Qanats (historic subterranean hydro-infrastructure) of Yazd, Iran, might be repurposed as contemporary grey -water harvesting systems
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Saving the Guna Yala

(in collaboration with Nicole Cotes Chong & Daniela Velazco)

A study on how sea level rise and ocean acidification is affecting the Guna people and their island villages in the Caribbean  Sea.
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Mapping the Panama Canal

(in collaboration with Nicole Cotes Chong)

A documentation of the morphology and formal elements of one of the largest engineered landscapes on the planet.
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Documenting Nevsehir Rock City, Cappadoccia, Turkey

(in collaboration with Selin Guner)

A documentation of the evolution and morphology of a unique subterranean habitat
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Model of the sacred village of Badami



Sacredscapes in Hindu India

A documentation of the multifarious urban manifestations of Hindu sacredness – from wayside shrines to temple towns.
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Urban Form in Space & Time

A study of city form as evolutionary patterns and typological variation.

VINAYAK BHARNE  SELECTED WORK   


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48

