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Phone: 323 252 7145

Vinayak Bharne, AICP, is an urban designer and city planner based in Los Angeles, whose distinguished 25-year career has
spanned practice, research, education and advocacy. He is the 2024 recipient of the John Chase Visionary Award for
excellence in urban design and planning from the American Planning Association Los Angeles Section, and the 2023 recipient
of the Allied Professional Appreciation Award from the Indian Society of Landscape Architects - the highest national award
bestowed on a non-landscape architect for significant contributions to the field. He is the Co-Director of the global urbanism
think-tank and knowledge platform, My Liveable City, and an Adjunct Professor of urbanism in the School of Architecture
at the University of Southern California and the College of Urban Planning & Public Affairs at the University of Illinois
Chicago.

Bharne’s includes projects in the United States, Canada, India, Australia, China, United Arab Emirates, Panama, Kenya
and Mauritius. His professional experience ranges from master plans and designs for satellite cities, new towns,
neighborhoods, districts, resort-villages, campuses, streets and housing for corporate, private and institutional clients; to urban
regulations, policies and strategic advising for government and non-government agencies. His carcer has included leadership
positions in reputed planning firms in the United States where his projects received numerous local and national awards. Thes
include the 2013 National Award for Smart Growth A chievement— Overall Excellence by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, the 2013 Pinnacle Award from the International Downtown Association, six national Charter Awards from
the Congress for the New Urbanism; and the Excellence in Planning Implementation Award from the California Chapter of the
American Planning Association.

His academic research explores the interface of ecology, climate change and urbanism; the conservation of indigenous habitats
and communities; the impact of water crisis on cities; and the intersection of urban informality and sacredness. His recent
research projects include “Saving the Guna Yala” — a study on how sea-level rise and ocean acidification is threatening
indigenous island villages in the Caribbean Sea; “Empowering the “Widows of Varanasi” — a strategy for enhancing the lives
of a marginalized community through small-scale urban farming and craft-making; and “Reinventing the Qanat” — a strategy
for repurposing abandoned historic subterranean hydro-infrastructure in the deserts of Central Asia into contemporary grey-
water harvesting and recycling systems.

A respected figure in the planning profession, Bhame is the author/editor of nine books. They include ” Affor dable Housing,
Inclusive Cities”, “Urbanism Beyond 2020: Reflections During the COVID-19 Pandemic”, “Urban Sustainability Through
Brownfield Development: Learning from the Nirlon Knowledge Park™ and “Streets for All: 50 Ideas for Shaping Resilient
Cities.” His interviews, essays and opinions have been published by the Journal of Architectural Education, Council on Tall
Buildings & Urban Habitat, Monocle, The Times of India, Indian Express, Landscape Journal, Urban Design Quarterly, China
Architectural Heritage, Japan Foundation etc.

Bharne served on the jury of the A + D Design Awards in 2023, and the Indian Society of Landscape Architects National
Awards in 2022. In 2026, he was appointed by the American Institute of Architects (California) on their Urban Design
Awards Committee as one of three professionals from the state to help direct the awards and select the jury. In 2013, he was
featured as an emerging thought-leader by World Architecture News and in 2015 honored as one of nine international trans-
disciplinary urban thinkers at the Urban Edge Award Seminar at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of
Architecture & Urban Planning. A former Jaycee Traveling Scholar to Japan, and recipient of the Presidential Fellowship at the
USC Marshall School of Business, he currently serves on the Advisory Board of the Indian Education Society College of
Architecture (Mumbai), and as a Studio Mentor at the BMS College of Architecture (Bangaluru) in India. He also serves on the
Advisory Council of the Los Angeles Regional Planning History Group in the United States and on the International Speakers
Bureau of the Intelligent Communities Forum in Canada.



02 Jun 2024 | 06:26am IST PANJIM: Goan-born, Los Angeles-based urban designer and city planner,

Vinayak Bharne, was bestowed the John Chase Visionary Award by the American
Planning Association, Los Angeles Section.

Vinayak Bharne bags John Chase
Visionary Award

The award, given in memory of noted Los Angeles planner John Chase, honours
‘an individual affiliated with the field of planning for a significant contribution in
urban design, writing, architecture, planning, or any other related area of
practice where creativity, critical thinking, mentorship, or a combination
thereof, demonstrate a passion for planning as a true visionary’.

“I am deeply honoured because I admired John Chase as both a planner and
individual. I would also be remiss if I did not say that this award is a tribute to
three great mentors - the late Robert Harris (former Dean of the USC School of
Architecture), who taught me urbanism and subsequently invited me to teach it;
Tridib Banerjee (former Professor at the USC Price School of Public Policy), my
idol when it comes to urban research; and Stefanos Polyzoides (co-founder of
the Congress for the New Urbanism), who took me into the depths of
professional practice” Bharne said.

“With half of the world’s population living in urban areas, and with more than a
billion people living in poverty, city planning has never been more crucial than
today. But in the time we live in, it is also important to remember that cities are
not meant for humans alone. We share our cities with dandelions, honey bees,
sparrows and numerous other denizens. Urbanism, at its best, is an empathetic
discipline; it is as much about ecological stewardship as it is about human
habitation,” he said.
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Bharne’s twenty-five-year career has included practice, research, teaching and
activism. He is the Principal and Director of Design of the noted Los Angeles
firm, Moule&Polyzoides Architects and Urbanists, where he has been involved in
several award-winning projects such as Del Mar Station in Pasadena, ‘The
Boulevard’ in Lancaster, and the new town of Civano in Tucson. He is an Adjunct
Professor in the School of Architecture at the University of Southern California
(USC), and Director of the global knowledge platform, My Liveable City. His
books include ‘Affordable Housing, Inclusive Cities’; ‘Streets for All: 50 Ideas for
Shaping Resilient Cities’, ‘Urbanism Beyond 2020’, and ‘Conservation & the
Indian City: Bridging the Gap’.

This award is part of a continuing series of recognitions for Bharne, who in
2023, was invited to deliver the keynote address at the national conference of
the Institute of Urban Designers India (IUDI) in Goa, and bestowed the Allied
Professional Appreciation Award by the Indian Society of Landscape Architects
for significant contributions to landscape architecture.

Goan-born urban designer receives national honour
from the Indian Somety of Landscape Architects

Team Herald

PANJIM: Goan-born, Los
Angeles-based, urban de-
signer and city planner,
Vinayak Bharne, was be-
stowed the 2023 Allied Pro-
fessional Appreciation
Award by the Indian Society
of Landscape Architects
(ISOLA). This is the highest
national honor ISOLA be-
stows on a non-member
and non-landscape architect
“in recognition of significant
work done towards the pro-
fession of landscape archi-
tecture in India.”

The awardee for this hon-
our is identified through a
process of nomination fol-
lowed by jury selection.

In the annual ISOLA
Awards ceremony held in
Ahmedabad on September

2 A\

16,2023, Bharne was recog-
nized for the “consistency,
quality, and relevance” of
his work, and for his “multi-
farious contributions” to the
field of landscape architec-
ture in India.

“He has helped expand
and deepen its intellectual
content through his books
and writings. He has helped
diffuse its boundaries with
the fields of urban design,
city planning and heritage

VINAYAK BHARNE SELECTED WORK

conservation through his
design proposals and by
bringing professionals from
allied fields to common
platforms. He has simulta-
neously served as an intel-
lectual ambassador
spreading knowledge about
Indian landscapes - cul-
tural, ecological, social,
urban - to other parts of the
world,” the nomination
statement noted.

Bharne is an internation-
ally respected figure in the
field of urbanism, whose 25-
year career includes several
award-winning  projects
ranging from new towns
and campus plans, to street
transformations and urban
regulations in the United
States, Panama, and Kenya.
His notable efforts in India
include the planning of the

country's firstimplemented
Public Bicycle Share Plan in
Mysuru, and numerous
studies for heritage towns
such as Udupi, Badami, and
Varanasi. He is the
editor/author of 9 books.
He is an Adjunct Professor
in the School of Architecture
at the University of South-
ern California, and Director
of the India-Netherlands-
based knowledge-platform,
My Liveable City.

“As an urbanist, I am an
environmentalist of sorts. If
one side of tackling the cli-
mate crisis involves con-
serving our forests and
rivers, then the other side
involves transforming the
dogmas of toxic urbaniza-
tion. This is the mindset
with which I have ap-
proached my work. To have

this body of work recog-
nized by India's landscape
architecture fraternity is a
mighty encouragement to
me. I do not take this recog-
nition lightly,” Bharne said.

This is Bharne’s second
professional award in 2023.
Earlier this year, he was be-
stowed the Academic Lead-
ership & Impact Award for
Urbanism by the USC Pacific
Asia Museum in Los Ange-
les, USA, recognizing his ef-
forts towards inclusion and
social justice.

Born in Mapusa, and
raised in Panaji, Bharne
studied at Sharada Mandir
and the Goa College of Ar-
chitecture, before leaving
for graduate studies at the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia as the John Parkinson
Memorial Scholar in 1996.




VINAYAK BHARNE RECEIVES THE 2023 ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
& IMPACT AWARD FROM USC PACIFIC ASIA MUSEUM

USC School of Architecture Adjunct Professor, Vinayak Bharne, was recently bestowed the Academic Leadership & Impact Award from the USC Pacific Asia Museum.
“Bhamne’s body of work building inclusive communitics, resilient citics, conservation plans for sacred territories, and affordable housing, have a ripple effect here in our
community and abroad,” stated Museum Director Bethany Montagano.

Bharne was honored alongside two other awardees for their emphasis on inclusion and social justice in their respective fields: Japanese-American ceramicist Keiko
Tukazawa, who received the Artist Awareness & Impact Award, and United States Congressman Judy Chu who received the Community Leadership & Impact Award.

A former urbanism faculty at the USC Price School of Public Policy; Bharne is also an Affiliated Faculty at the UUSC East Asian Studies Center, the USC US-China
Institute, and the USC Shinso Ito Center for Japanese Religions and Culture. Additional roles included serving as the Co-Director of the Indian-Netherlands-based
urbanism think tank, My Liveable City, and serving on the Board of Directors of the Pasadena non-profit organization, Union Station Homeless Scrvices; the International
Speakers Bureau of the Intelligence Community Forum in Canada; and on the Advisory Board of the urban regeneration platform, U for Urban Impact, in Egypt. Ile also
is Principal & Director of Design at the architecture and planning firm, Moule & Polyzoides, in Pasadena.

In an interview with Bharne, we learn more about his two decades of work using urban design, planning, and housing as agencies of social and cultural change.
Q. What drew you to the work you are doing on inclusion and social justice?

T was born and raised in post-colonial India, where a vast mujority of the population carns their living in the informal sector. Members of this informal cconomy — from
village migrants and domestic helpers to vendors and rag pickers — play a crucial role in the daily life of the city by doing jobs that organized labor evades. But the city is
inept in accommodating them, and consequently, they live in inadequate conditions with no aceess to elean water or safe housing. As a young architect educated in Tndia
and the U.S., I began to realize that my concern for such issues outweighed my interest in designing wonderful individual buildings. I therefore refocused my efforts on
urban design, planning, and housing - as agencies of social and cultural change. This has been the root of my work over the past two decades.

Q. How can architecture and urban design impact inclusion and social justice?

Growing up in the Global South, T have witnessed first-hand how contemporary architecture can be apathetic to the socio-cconomic and cultural realitics of the ::vcrydu.y
city. Architectural innovation and newness, while wonderful on the one hand, obliterate centuries of cultural identity on the other. Indigenous communities and vernacular
hubitats remain voiceless arnidst rapid urbanization and climate change. New architectural landmarks are accessible only to a select few. Tf one definition of architecture and
urban design is about the physical end products we create — from buildings to streets to entire towns — then the other definition is about the processes and aspirations
through which we create them, to what means, for whom, and to what ends. The moment you expand the sphere of your concern - the purpose of, and approach to
architecture and urban design changes — it becomes a catalyst for social and cultural inclusion. They become efforts in shaping equitable and just cities, not just beautiful
buildings, and places.
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USC Price

Sol Price School of Public Policy

Vinayak Bharne recognized for creating positive public change through
urban design scholarship, practice

On Oct. 30, USC Price School of Public Policy Adjunct Associate Professor Vinayak
Bharne was among nine international trans-disciplinary urban thinkers and invited
speakers who were honored at the prestigious Urban Edge Award Seminar at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Architecture & Urban Planning
(SARUP).

Introduced in 2006, the biennial award— now in its fifth iteration — recognizes
“excellence in the broad field of urban design and the ability of individuals to create
major, positive change within the public realm through engaging research, critical
practice and urban activism.” It is modeled after SARUP’s Marcus Prize for
emerging architects and urbanists, and generously supported by the Wisconsin
Preservation Fund and the law firm of Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren.

Bharne is anoted practitioner and educator in the fields of urban design and city
planning. In addition to his faculty role at the USC Price School, Bharne is Director
of Design at Moule & Polyzoides Architects and Urbanists in Pasadena, and also
serves as the urban design and planning adviser to the Government of Karnataka’s
Directorate of Urban Land Transport in India.

Past recipients of the Urban Edge Award include Julie Bargmann, DIRT (2007),
Elizabeth Diller, Scofidio + Renfro (2009), Herbert Dreiseitl, Atelier Dreiseitl (2011)
& Weiss/Manfredi Architecture/Landscape/Urbanism (2013).

The 2015 list of honorees included:

. Manzoor Ahtesham (Writer, Bhopal, India)

. Sean Anderson (Senior Lecturer of Architecture, University of Sydney, Australia)

. Sangeeta Bagga-Mehta (Associate Professor of Architecture, Chandigarh College of Architecture, India)

. Vinayak Bharne (Adjunct Associate Professor of Urban Design & Planning, University of Southern California, USA)
. Ameen Farooq (Professor of Architecture & Urban Design, Kennesaw State University, USA)

. Luis Feduchi (Dean, School of Architecture, Camilo Jose Sela University, Spain)

. Arpan Johari (Architect, Ahmedabad, India)

. Dongsei Kim (Assistant Professor of Architecture, Korea University, Korea)

. Peter Scriver (Senior Lecturer of History, Theory & Architectural Design, University of Adelaide, Australia)

VINAYAK BHARNE SELECTED WORK
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IN CONVERSATION WITH VINAYAK BHARNE

Urbanist Vinayak Bharne is Adjunct Associate Professor of Urbanism at the University of Southern
California and a practicing urban designer. His three most recent books - The Emerging Asian City:
Concomitant Urbanities & Urbanisms, Rediscovering the Hindu Temple: The Sacred Architecture and
Urbanism of India; and the forthcoming Zen Spaces and Neon Places: Reflections on Japanese
Architecture and Urbanism - provide provocative dialogue on understanding cities within specific
contexts across cultures, nations and historical periods. WAN’s Mumbai Correspondent Pallavi
Shrivastava spoke to Bhame about the ideas, agendas and inspirations behind these efforts.

Tell us a little bit about your three books and motivation behind each of them.

My forthcoming book Zen Spaces & Neon Places brings two decades of writing and reflecting on Japan, since my first trip in 1993 as an
exchange student from India. With the emergence of China and India, Japan has now dropped below the intellectual radar, when,in fact,
it continues to remain a very relevant reference for our times. So this book offers a critical reinterpretation of Japan’s canplex built
environment across history - the import of Tang Dynasty prototypes, entry of European influences, insinuation of Western democracy,
rise and collapse of the economic bubble, the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster - and their transformative effects in shaping and re-
shaping the Japanese built landscape we see today. The intention is to provoke deeper reflections on why and how what we seetoday has
come to be, and learn from it.

The Emerging Asian City was born out of a frustration. There are a lot of books with the title Asian Cities but they are really focused on
select regions of Asia, missing the larger point. So this book brought together multinational, multi-disciplinary scholars who were doing
great work on different parts of Asia, to capture - however imperfectly - the sheer breadth and complexity of the various forces shaping
cities across Asia today. This book is an argument to notice how regions across Asia, despite their differences, also have numerous
overlaps - thereby offering another reading of where Asian cities are heading.

Rediscovering the Hindu Temple makes the point that the Hindu temple today is a lot more than just a historic, classical, sacred artifact.
In this book, we explore the controversies behind the treatises that have shaped them and also examine their traditional architectural
canons. But more importantly we look into several other dimensions of temples that are typically missed- such as their rudimentary and
populist forms as wayside shrines, their presence as larger habitats, orritualscapes devoted to prescribed and choreographed activity. We
simultaneously notice them as contemporary elements, having a profound influence on the Indian metropolitan landscape. So ths book
provokes a dialog on the nexus and potential of religion and other populist forces as agents and catalysts for urban transfomation in
India and beyond.

Through your books, specifically The Emerging Asian City, did you encounter a deeper understanding of the subject matter and
how does this understanding reflect on your practice as an urban designer?

I think the deeper understanding that emerged from this book was where exactly different Asian cities overlap and separate and why. The
Indian sub-continent, for instance, is historically entwined with the cultures of the Persian and Gulf region through the Islamic trajectory,
as it is with China and Japan through the Buddhist one. Colonialism; postindependence nation-building; the entry and assimilation of
Western democracy; informal urbanisms; sudden cities; the embrace of Modernism- these are phenomena scattered throughout urban
Asia in space and time, even though their specific guises may be different. We all know how several Asian nations built brandnew
Modern cities as emblems of sovereignty after independence.

But six decades later, how and why are Chandigarh, Islamabad, Jakarta and Tehran different? Rapidurbanisation has been a cyclical
phenomenon in Asia - Japan in the 70s, Hong Kong in the 80s, Kuala Lumpur in the 90’s and now Shenzhen. The forces shaping
different Asian cities have been different but they are not necessarily isolated or regionally unique. This may seem like a pretty obvious
point, but very few books have really sunk their teeth into what exactly this means.

Most of my recent professional work outside the United States - mainly the United Arab Emirates, Panama, Mauritius, Kenya....

VINAYAK BHARNE SELECTED WORK



IN CONVERSATION WITH VINAYAK BHARNE

Urban design and city planning practitioner Vinagak Bharne is also an
inter-disciplinary faculty member at the University of South California,

teaching

in the graduate

landscape

and heritage conservation programs, He i the Principal and Director of Design
of the noted Los Angeles firm, Moule & Polysoides, Director of the India-
Netherlands-based knowledge platform, My Liveable City, and the author/
editor of numerous books including the forthcoming Urbanism Begond 2020.
Ina conversation, Vinayak shares his experiences and thoughts on some

aspects of urbanism.

The Journey

ouza, a former student of J
who had worked as a

of architecture school in Goa, 1 met the eminent

sep Lluis
SCO consultant in Afr

Sert at Harvard
and Europe. [

worked in his office for three years, and he was the first person who encouraged

me to understand the link between arch;

graduate sc

Dean of the architecture school at the Uni

ure and urban design. Then, in

ity of Oregon Eugene, where

he had collaborated with Christopher Alexander on the famous Oregon

Experiment project. He solidified my intellectual foundations on urbanism and

later invited me to teach. Another of my profe:

influential firm, where 1 am Prin

pal today. Through these four

different mentors, my aspirations of becoming an architect focused on

dings, morphed into those of an urbanist focused on cities. Just being in
their presence helped me realize that designing, teaching, lecturing, writing
were different facets of the same thing.
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VINAYAK BHARNE ARCHITECT
“l am more interested in challenges of urban poverty and
environmental degradation”

Vinayak Bharne is Principal and Director of Design at the influential Los Angeles architecture and planning firm,

Moule & Polyzoides. He is also Adjunct Associate

iate Professor of urbanism at the University of Southern California;

Director of the India-Netherlands-based knowledge platform, My Liveable City; and the author/editor of five books
on architecture and urbanism

Vinayak Bhame; (balow) Books authored or sdited by Bharme

My education
1 studied at Sharada Mandir,
and the TB Cunha Gowt.
Higher  Secondary, ~ before
joining Goa College of
Architecture. In my third
year, 1 won a national
public  speaking  contest,
got a scholarship to go to
Japan, and this trip was an
education in itself. T applied
to graduate schools in the US
and Canada, and was lucky
enough to get a scholarship
from the University of
Southern California (USC). I
finished my Master’s degree,
and received a year-long
fellowship at the Marshall
School of Business to train in
leadership and this changed
my outlook towards how to

ZEN SPACES AND
NEON PLACES

practice and why.

Why | chose architecture for
leaming
1 actually studied urban
design and city planning
during my graduate school.
By the time I finished my
B Arch, I had developed an
intrigue for cities. My stay
in Tokyo had a lot to do
with this. Why are cities so
different? What do they mean
for the future of our planet?
How is architecture related to
city making? The challenges
of wurban poverty and
environmental  degradation
had begun to bother me. 1
was more interested in these
questions, than  creating
cool buildings, though 1 was

The Emerging
A
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unclear what I was looking
for.

Important influences on my
career

My father has been my
public speaking coach, so
his influence on my carcer
goes without saying. On the
architectural side, there are
two individuals. Bruno Dias
Souza (94) was one of India’s
foreign-educated, post-
independence era architects,
like Achut Kanvinde and
Charles  Correa.  Bruno
studied  architecture  at
Harvard in the 50s, had an
illustrious global carcer, and
retired in Goa. In my four
years with him, you can say
that my eyes were opened
to the highest standards of
architecture. Then at USC,
one of my professors was
the noted urbanist Stefanos
Polyzoides. He opened my
eyes to the world of urbanism
and invited me to join his
distinguished practice,
where 1 am Principal today.
Whatever little T am, it is
because of these giants.

Some projects that make me
I have learnt to gauge my

work less through what 1
have i and

low-budget redesign for a
mile-long dilapidated street in
California, whichtransformed
the economic destiny of an
entire city. Last year, I helped
design a neighborhood for
one of the poorest African-
American communities in
the US. When we finished
the master plan, there were
literally tears of joy and hope
in the community, something
that T had never experienced
before. At Del Mar Station, we
brought high density housing
around a train station for the
first time in Los Angeles, to
incentivize dependence on
public transit rather than
cars. In Panama, we are in the
process of changing the entire
country’s street standards to
‘make them more pedestrian -
and environmentally-friendly.
In the US, we have rewritten
FSI zoning rules to reform
development trends. This may
all sound banal and boring,
but for me, it is far more
consequential than any single
ool looking building 1 have
designed.

My recent trip to Goa

My most recent trip in May
was very special because it
was centered on two back-to-
back public lectures. One was
at the Center

more through what impact
it has made to the life of
others. In this regard, a
few projects that stand out.
Lancaster Boulevard was a

for the Arts, where I spoke
about my two recent books.
‘The other was at Ravindra
Bhavan in Margao, where 1
was invited to give a keynote

CHANGE AGENTS Interview

How is Heritage Conservation
Undergoing a Radical Rethinking

Globally?

My Liveable City converses with Vinayak Bharne and Trudi Sandmeier,

professors at the University of Southern California (USC), and editors of the

new 30-chapter volumne, Routledge Companion to Global Heritage Conservation

How did you come up with the idea for
the book?

Trudi Sandmeizr (TS): In 2013, after anexciting
and wide-ranging oonversatian aver hanch, ve
dscn‘ledtocleuea new serinar ttled 'Clobal

a far mere reflective, imersive and strategic
endeavour.

‘While suchevolving aspiraticns might
have wiversal appeal, their ransnaticnal
realityis eunuzdv:u:ry and camplex. In nations

in Heritage Conservaticn' in the
graduate heritage conservation programune at the
USC Schoal of Architecture, LA. We were both
convinoed that inasuch as the guises of heritage
l:mszrvancm al:mss societies, cultures and cities

its pedagy
relativelylinear and Western.centric. The intent
of this class was to expand the conservation
disomrse, through geographic breadth, multi-
disciplinary intersections and practice diversity.
Vinayak Bharne (V) Routledge Press
noticed the course syllabus on the terret
and, convinced that its amratie filledan

political turmail, heritage
conservation is werseded byothex pricrities.

Heritage
conservation
now also
grapples
with justice:
en

Urban growth
pupulaum g:mv\iq, mance STUCtues, as
well as the rise and fall of industrialisation differ
globally, and the actwal proessses and products
that bring about bigger and deeper charge, are
themselves significantly differert.

How then are the aspirations surrounding
heritage consrvation playing out across naticns
and societies? What are the raultiple definitions.
and guises of heritage conservation emerging
across different social, political and cultural

in heritage pedagogy,
approached us to consider expanding the syllabus

The goal of this volume is o cfer a
ghmpse into this com plex landscape through the

intna book. By the end of a long
wasclear thata book with aglnbalaudookcould
onlybe justified as an edited volume; the sheer
complexity and breadth of this subject warranted
a multiplicity of voicesand visions, precisely

o capture numerous crerlaps, contrasts ard
conflicts. We received an overwhelming amownt
of proposals from acaderic friends, oallsagues
and scholars from actoss the world, who were
keen to be part of this project. Several yearsand
30 chapters later, our book arrived.

What is the overarching goal of this
collection?

VE: Heritage oonservation today has expanded
far beyond its traditional boundaries involving
the rehabilitation and reuse of architectral,
artistic and archaenlogical artifacts. Heritage
conservation now also grapples with justice:
environmental, econcmic and social. The act of
identifying, protecting restoringand reusing bult
‘heritage!, be it buildings, disticts, landscapes or
entire towns and regions with historic or cultural
significance, is beingincreasingly recognised as

78 MY LIVEABLECITY + Jan-uin 2000

practios - not to provide
deﬁmﬂve angwers, but to engage these questions
and showcase a wide array cf global approaches.
T§: The 30 chapters of this volume span

a brcad cultural and geopalitical spectrua.

Case studies spancre than 25 countries frm
Australia, Africa, Asia, Europe and the Awericas.
They raise critical questions on numerous issues
ial oppressicn

economic and
social

lethargy, poverty,

“CITIES ARE NOT MADE BY ARCHITECTS"

Posted by: Navhind Times  August 13, 2014

in Buzz

“Cities are not made by architects, but by its citizens and other stake holders”, says architect Vinayak
Bharne, a Los Angeles-based practicing urbanist, professor and author. He is in Goa to deliver a public
lecture on urbanisation on August 13 at ICG, Dona Paula.

Urbanisation is a burning topic in today’s times. It is estimated that by the year 2030, six out of ten people
will live in a city, and by 2050 this will increase to seven out of ten people. Thus, we need to plan our cities
in relation to its socio-economic scenario.

Bharne specialises in urbanisation and is a part of urban reforms in various parts of the world like USA,
China, Panama, Iran, United Arab Emirates, Japan and India. Thus, it is quite natural to question him
about ‘Imagine Panjim’.

He says, “We need to acknowledge good planning efforts happening in Goa, but, simultaneously, we need
to understand that planning is not always done top to bottom; it can be the other way or even sideways.
The most important part in such planning is the involvement of citizens. Foreign planners will come,
present their ideas, and then pack their bags and leave. It is the people here who need to take it forward
for which they should be involved right from start.”

Elaborating the plan, he states, “There is nothing like a perfect plan. Plans are based on trial and error.
Planning cities should be an evolving process. It should be flexible and malleable. Additionally, the plan
should give various alternatives. If one doesn’t work you can try the next option. It may not give you
guaranteed result, but it will help you further work on the plan.

Bharne also points out that citizen participation is key to such initiatives. “I see active participation and
initiative taken by the citizens of Panaji, be it starting Nomozo, reviving the Campal creek, or the garbage
cleaning efforts. These are steps taken by citizens as they have realised that they cannot rely on the
government only. These practices are in a way like bandages on a wound, which is a good sign. We need
to encourage such people and at the same time we need to look at big ideas like zoning reforms or

by-laws.”
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Published by Ironman Media Press, India, 2022

This volume explores the evolving potential of the most ubiquitous public
space in our cities. It offers ideas, tactics and strategies on how our streets
can be recast, repurposed and redesigned towards greater resilience and
resourcefulness. Authored by a variety of individuals — from citizen activists
to photographers, artists to urban designers, sociologists to engineers,
professors to practitioners — it embraces the pluralism surrounding the
notion of who our streets are for, who in turn shapes them, by what means,

and to what ends.

This book reveals why the pointers to our future will not emerge exclusively
from affluent nations, or less developed societies alone. In turn, it shows
how citizens from all walks of life, individually and collectively, can chart
multifaceted paths towards a more inclusive, sustainable and healthier urban
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Published by ORO Editions, San Francisco, USA, 2018

NGL +CHILE-COL

‘THAILAND - THE NETHERLANDS
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-VENEZUELA

. In atime when an estimated 1.2 billion people across the world lack
Affordable access to secure housing, how are cities working to empower and
promote the inclusion of all, irrespective of age, gender, ethnicity,

HO“SI ng’ disability and economic status? How is affordable housing bridging

economic gaps across different social, political and cultural

I nCI US“’e geographies, particularly for the ?OO million indi\{idL.JaIs.who Iive. in

c t slums? This volume explores the interface of social justice and city

making through comparative discussions from Asia, Africa, Australia,
and Europe, as well as North, Central and South America.

The thirty-six essays in this collection include conversations

with influential administrators and civic leaders such as Somsook
Boonyabancha, and Jaime Lerner. Commentaries on transformative
initiatives such as “Child Friendly Cities,” and “Women for the World.”
And case studies of exemplary projects by globally known architects
and planners such as Alejandro Aravena and MVRDV. The multifaceted
narrative of this volume is a call for expanding the narrow focus on
urban equitability, towards a more integral outlook on the myriad ways

?dm 9 mfﬁm Alﬁ 3 through which affordable housing and inclusive cites are being
KBHAR &'SHY, KHANDEKAR . generated globally.

W"JGEQ'EE‘V

EDITIONS

“..... a must-read for policy makers and practitioners working in the field of housing and sustainable urbanization......”

Claudio Acioly
Head of Capacity Building,
United Nations Human Settlements Programme
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Published by 010Publishers, The Netherlands, 2020

This volume is a focused case-study of the award-winningl50-acre
brownfield redevelopment project, Paleiskwartier, in the
Netherlands.

Tracing the project’s history and evolution over three decades and
extracting behind-the scenes insights through conversations with its
key players, this book shows how an incremental brownfield
upcycling effort, coupled with a compact development footprint and
proximity to a major transit node, can become a paradigm of urban
sustainability. It also demonstrates how new infill in underused
industrial areas our cities can accommodate significant urban
growth, thereby reducing the need for expansion atthe urban edge.

ARMADA ARMADA
Deslgers: BOP, England Ontwerp: BDP, England
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Urbanism Beyond 2020 explores numerous questions triggered by the
COVID-19 pandemic: Why is city making a health project? How are
ecological and human wellbeing interrelated? How can leadership and
governance help bridge gaps in our unjust cities? How can we renew our
relationship with dwellings and neighborhoods? How resilient and
adaptable are our cities during uncertain times? Amidst climate change
and global warming, is the pandemic a prelude to the challenges to

Going across nations and geo-political terrains, the essays in this volume
span a wide range of topics—ecology, wildlife, social justice, vernacular
habitats, the water crisis, public space, urban density, informal
economies, governance, religion, and urban art. They remind us why we
live in an interconnected world, and why this pandemic is a crucial period
to reexamine the impact of our cities on our planet’s future.
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ZEN SPACES AND
NEON PLACES
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JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE
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Published by AR+D Publishers, San Francisco, USA, 2013

Moving across Japanese history in time and space, from its ancient Shinto
beginnings to its largest recorded earthquake, and from the spiritual calm of
the Ise Shrine and Ryoan-ji Temple to the psychedelic consumerism of
Shinjuku and Ginza, Zen Spaces & Neon Places captures the multifarious
interweaves of the Japanese built environment — its historic buildings and
post-industrial cities; monastic gardens and digital streetscapes; modern
landmarks and theme parks; and concurrent propensities for kinky love
hotels and contemplative tea huts.

This book shifts the emphasis on how we choose to read Japanese
architecture and urbanism: It focuses on phenomena and meanings rather
than forms and objects, and prioritizes intentions and legacies over the
mechanics of design. It aims to glean into Japan’s built landscape as an
overall metamorphic ensemble rather than individual buildings, and
embraces everything that has shaped, or is shaping the Japanese built world
we see today.

“...opens up surprising and fresh perspectives on urban Japan and challenges views that have long been taken for granted.....”

~ VINAYAK BHARNE SELECTED WORK

Christian Dimmer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Urban Design & Urban Studies
University of Tokyo

TODS

&4
AW

. AN N




REDISCOVERING

THE HINDU TEMPLE

The Sacred Architecture and Urbanism of India

Vinayak Bharne and Krupali Krusche
Foreword by Leon Krier

Published by Cambridge Scholars Publishers, London, UK, 2013

This volume examines the multifarious dimensions that constitute the workings of
the Hindu temple as an architectural and urban built form.

Eleven chapters reflect on Hindu temples from multiple standpoints tracing their
elusive evolution from wayside shrines as well as canonization into classical
objects; questioning the role of treatises containing their building rules; analyzing
their prescribed proportions and orders; examining their presence in, and as, larger
sacred habitats and ritualistic settings; and affirming their influential role in the
contemporary Indian metropolis.

Going beyond stereotypical presentations of Hindu temples dominated by
chronological and stylistic themes, this study, addressed to architects, urbanists,
and builders, combines historic scholarship, documentation, personal observations
and fieldwork to expand the idea of the Hindu temple as acomplex and
contradictory cultural entity, that is both formal and informal, monumental and
modest, historic and modern, and deserving of a far broader and deeper
understanding.

“...a masterful study on the evolution, existence, continuity, transformation, and contemporary networking systems of Hindu temples...”

¢ wall Deruieg, by 138 Kapadin
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Published by Routledge Press, London, UK, 2018

ROUTLEDGE
COMPANIONS

The act of identifying, protecting, restoring and reusing buildings,
districts and built landscapes of historic and cultural significance
is, at its best, a far more reflective and consequential process of
urban and socio-economic reform. But how and where do such
aspirations overlap and differ across nations and societies across
the world? Who are the specific players, and what are the actual
processes and possibilities that bring about bigger and deeper
change beyond just the preservation of an architectural or urban
entity of perceived value?

This collection of 30 essays explores the global complexity, guises
and potential of heritage conservation. Going from Tokyo to Cairo,
Shenzhen to Rome, and Delhi to Moscow, this volume examines a
vast range of topics — indigenous habitats, urban cores, vernacular
infrastructure, colonial towns, squatters, burial sites, war zones,
and modern landmarks. It surfaces numerous inherent issues —
from water stress, deforestation, and social oppression, to
poverty, religion, immigration, and polity.

This books expands the definitions of heritage conservation as
both an attitude and professional discipline. It seeks to reveal how
the scope of Heritage Conservation can be expansive, that is,
bigger than a specific object; plural, that is, enmeshed with
multiple expertise and specializations; and empathetic, that is,
born from the actual socio-political realities of a place.
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EDITED BY VINAYAK BHARNE

The Emerging

Published by Routledge Press, London, UK, 2012

This book embraces the complexity and ambiguity of the Asian
urban landscape, and surveys its bewildering array of
multifarious urbanities and urbanisms. Twenty-four essays offer
scholarly reflections and positions on the complex forces and
issues shaping Asian cities today, looking at why Asian cities are
different from the West and whether they are treading a
different path to their futures. Their combined narrative —
spanning from Turkey to Japan and Mongolia to Indonesia —is
framed around three sections: Traditions reflects on indigenous
urbanisms and historic places, Tensions reflects on the legacies of
Asia’s East-West dialectic through both colonialism and
modernism and Transformations examines Asia’s new emerging
utopias and urban aspirations.

Avoiding the categorization of Asian cities exclusively by
geographic location (south-east, Middle East), or the convenient
tagging of the term Asian on selective regional parts of the
continent, it takes a broad intellectual view of the Asian urban
landscape as a ‘both...and’ phenomenon; as a series of diverse
confluences — geographic, historic and political — extending from
the deserts of the Persian Gulf region to the Pearl River Delta.
This book represents Asia —as afount of extraordinary
knowledge that can challenge our fundamental preconceptions
of what cities are and oughtto be.

“......a major contribution to the literature on comparative urbanism and urban development, specifically in the context of
emerging economies of the Asian continent.....”

4 Vinayak Bhame
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Published by Ironman Media Press, India, 2024

URBAN . . -
Thisvolume is a case-study of the award-winning

SUSTAINAB"—ITY brownfield redevelopment project, Nirlon Knowledge
THROUGH BROWNFIELD Park, in Mumbai, India.
REDEVELOPM ENT Tracing the project’s history and evolution from an

Learning from the original nylon factory site to an urban office park, and
clasUmismsuled, extracting behind-the scenes insights through

(IR R ; conversations with its key players, this book shows how
an incremental brownfield upcycling effort, can become
a paradigm of urban sustainability in one of the world’s
densest and complex cities.
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URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES
& ARCHITECTURE

urban design intent was to allow for variation in
the design of buildings and yet make them feel
like “part of the same family"
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Phone: 323 252 7145

CHAPTERS, ARTICLES & ESSAYS


mailto:Vinayak@bharnecollaborations.com

Bharne serves asthe Co-Director of the global think tank and knowledge platform, My Liveable City, and as the Executive Editor of its bi-annual
eponymous journal. Over the past 10 years, under his leadership, the journal has produced more than 35 issues, each one focusd on a specific theme.
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ROUTLEDGE
HANDBOOKS

The Routledge Handbook on
Historic Urban Landscapes in
the Asia - Pacific

3

CONSERVING ASIA’S
VERNACULAR WATER
URBANISMS

Vinayak Bharne

Introduction

d 4

due to new
wd practice. The dis-
the influences of

Over recent decades, heritage conserv adical rethinkin,

ings of the environmental and ecological limitations of existing theory, policy,

ciplinary boundaries of heritage conservation have expanded throu
geographical and natural sciences to embrace numerous urgent concerns such as r
change. The act of identifying, protecting, restoring and reusing buildings, dis-
capes of historic and cultural significance is transforming into a

r more reflective
reform with deep socio-economic consequences. The agency of heritage conser-

warming and clins

and built lar

tr

process of ecologica

vation is being re-thought, not just as an effort in cultural amelioration, but a strategic endeavour
environmentally su: able futare.

as, among other things, brought ver

ular urbanisms to the forefront of the contempor-

ary conservation discourse. N pr rial, indig landscapes, many tracing back to his-
toric times, are gaining attention as didactic precedents for, and aspects of, contemporary design. Many
such fragile, ecological landscapes, particularly in less developed societies, ncertain futare

to un hey not
tion, bur also far subtler conservation approaches towards their future. This renewed focus on the ver-
nacular, is evidence of an increasing moral imperative of environmental protection th
prioritize ecological dimensions and their socio-cultural accompaniments over the conser
2 single built object or artefact. This imperative seeks to identify deeper concerns as the driver for
engaging with what we value as built heritage.

predictable political forces and ambiguous management.

This chapter contributes to this discussion by focusing on three vernacular ‘water urbanisms’ (De
Meulder and Shannon 2008) in the As , whose formal
acteristics stem from the need to collect ribute water: (1) the hiti water system of Nepal
the Banaue Rice Terraces in the Philippines; and (3) the Polders of Bangladesh. The choice of these three
examples is deliberate on 2 number of grounds: They are from different nations in the Asia-Pacific region,
thereby offering insights into the overlaps and differences between their historic trajectories
carrent socio-political structures — aspects crucial to any discus n the future of these places. Addition-
ally, the three places are from different ecological conditions, and thereby help expar
aspects of this discussion in a comparative manner: The hifis are located in urban contexts; the Banaue Rice
ts of a coastal geography.
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ROUTLEDGE
COMPANIONS

ik

The New Companion to
Urban Design

BROADENING HERITAGE
CONSERVATION THROUGH
URBAN DESIGN

Perspectives from Asia

Vinayak Bharne

Introduction

Heritage conservation is often seen by the architecture awant gande asa challenge or even obstacle

to urban design: the pes es populist reactions, lengthening community

ption of heritage instig;
outreach requirements and entitlement processes. It often calls for intervention of local, state, and

national agengies, demanding negotiation anid monetary investment. The presence of historic

buildings within or around a site also raises difficult questions about design appropriateness of
proposed schemes, and their compatibility and place character that may limit design freedom
and & ation
There are, h

and urban desig

alternative ctives on the relationship be conservation

ersy
em stems from the overarchi

One of tt al and ethical imperative of

sustainability and environmental protection. Going beyond extant conflicts, bureaucracies, and

ecological concerns as the

chnocracies, this perspective seeks to identify and prioritize

f heritage conservation through urban design. Prioritizing the

sbject as the

driver for broadening the scope

social and e

ogical setting over a sing

tion and urban d

aries between herit

conse

¢ through their disciplinary overlaps and
interdependencies

This inclusive and interdependent relationship is in part a response o the debacles of urban

renewal and sprawl. Over the past decades, the disciplinary boundaries of urban design have

h the influences of social, geographical, and natural sciences, eschewing its

expanded thre

exclusive co-option by the architecture and urban planning professions (Banerjee & Loukai

third

tou-Sideris 2011), Scholarship on “information society and globalization™ (Caste

and environmentalism (Hawken 2010) has

(Soja 1996), “postcolonialism™ (Spivak 19

to embrace 1 ous urgent concerns such as ethnic tensions

SIgN's SCC

nformality, poverty, and climate change. At the same time, ideas such as ecological urbanism,

sentative of the multiplicity through which archi

new urbanism, and everyday urbanism are

gn from various standpomnts. Urban design
| remodelir

what must be shed, obliterated, or replaced with new products, versus retained, revived, and reused

cts and designers have come to redefine

has evolved into a formal, social, or ecc z of the city — an effort of negotiating




Humanizing High-rise Urbanism:
Design Strategies and Planning Tools

“From a global standpoint, the high-rise city
remains a negotiated territory, a juggling act
between private interests, political processes
and public good. But while private entities
o e _ might be entitled to seek their advantage in the
S urban fabric, the shape of the city should
| eventually be a collective decision.”

In his 1924 book The City of Planning, Le Corbusier juxtap an image of
Manhattan with his alternative version of “the Contemporary City."In contrast to New York's
compact high-rise district, this new model depicted an airy field of twenty four cruciform
towers standing in a park. The street grid had been replaced by a field of gigantic mega-
blocks, the street wall obliterated by setting |he buildings away from the block edge, and the

tower redefined asa than part of a contl
diverse urban fabric.
The Fallacy of High-rise Urbanism simtariodLsly generslized thel ases ts

L Corbusior siont or (o gemionstae this acagestect i (e Fue 1)
moeeis anplication by supermoosing Fron hdrveiopars ving for
he trzditioral Fersian grics In vesponse to e lardl valus, tre tower also became

wht be saw a5 the cangestod, wibealdhy a popular prod.ctisn heusing protatype, and
sl il s Pian hurcreds of =ig ¢ randoriy
intimate orizonts febric o within Sriely grained trezfitional

yards, and i pesed @ new urban order
that coulo nt have been less stark.

Tha projert was never rzalized Pl mode!
and its man'fosta - eventusly s o
oty Sl mE
bR ol AT ville Hacieuse - marked a Wrning osint for the
Torrrial, sexial and moml dimensions of
clty-maxing. The Cental Businoss Distict that

pularized oy New York's
Lever House (1952), towe: madde with
thelr et plazas ke exclusively 16 prive
interiorized oo peres. As seen in Joh
Sortmants hatels, giazed higherises szt on
brutalis: podia ~ousing parking an service
uzes that oresent deac walls to e street
Noliing was more artitherica’ (o this sueet
nihbistr than \ew d Cricagos earliest
werE that witile cxonisssing sheir
indiiduality on the urbar

ylire hac fostering a vibrant seez 7. ous & Polyzoldes
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Designing the Urban Block: Best Practices in Los Angeles

by Vinayak Bharne

Throughout the past six decades, the design of the urban block — the mediating element between the
neighborhood/district and the individual lot/building — has remained marginalized in the urban landscape. Although
individual lots and buildings are the focus of much design and detail, their collective role as parts of blocks, streets and
urban fabric is largely ignored. Adcitionally, the block has seen a number of mutations that have skewed its traditional
scale and rale: suburban retall mega-blocks with Immense structures surrounded by seas of cars; Insular residential
super-blocks with repetitive buildings disrupting the grain of traditional nelghbumonds, inner-city blocks with parking
belween the buildings and street-face; and urban retail and -
blocks. Some of the most damaging Intrusion to traditional urban form has occurred at this intermediate block scale.

During the past two decades, however, the esign of the block has regained attention. Across the UL.S., regional
megamalls have increasingly fallen victim to failed retail chains and changing demographics, and these large, multi-
block sites have been reclaimed and restructured to meet changing market preferences toward mixing uses.
Consequently, mega-block disruptions are an the decline, and e residential, commercial, and mixed-use
projects have been undertaken by Individual not as meg:

ishing the tracitional o betmean the urban gric and tne public realm. This article

examines emerging strategies far block design and development in Los Angeles — a regian notoriaus for its eroded

aumpmn landscape. Select case studies are examined for their design methods, successes and challenges, and the
poli ives behind them — highlighting the idea of black design as a bridge between the enduring qualities of
Fraitional urbanism and the architecture of mainstream development,

THE EMERGENCE OF THE MEGA-BLOCK IN LOS ANGELES

The 19205 to the 19505 were transformative decades in the history of Los Angeles. Sweeping changes in retail
development began ta reconfigure the traditional block, prioritizing size over any pre-war urban precedent such as
maln streets or reuse Infill. Mammoth regional complexes began to expand the scope of merchandise for speclalty
outlets and large department stores to serve the growing residential areas outside Los Angeles' historic downtown. As
counterparts to historic centers, they emerged as mega-blocks to evenly disperse space far buildings and cars.

In 1927, Sears opened Its Immense 425,000-square-foot bullding along Olympic Boulevard and Boyle Avenue. In
1928, Bullocks Wilshire apened a 200,000-square-foot-department store with a 375-car parking lot. In 1947, after
World War 11, the Broadway-Crenshaw Center opened with 550,000 square feet of enclosed space with 2 13-acre
parking lot. In 1951, Sears, through its 26-acre, 3,500-car Valley Plaza Store, pioneered the realigning of buildings
avizy from the street to frant the car lot 2s the new secret to the retail precinct’s vitality. These mega-blocks were not
seen as anomalies but as pioneering alternatives to main streets with ample space for parking.”

During the late 19305 to the 1950s, Los Angeles also saw the emergence of the residential “super block." Ten new
public housing prajects were built under the U.S. Housing Act of 1937 along with one market-rate rental development
called Baldwin Hills Village (now "Village Green"). Baldwin Hills Village was designed In 1941 as 2 single, 64-acre tract
that eliminated through streets and limited parking to the develapment periphery. One- and two-story bar-shaped
buildings were clustered around 17 courtyards and three common "greens.” Every unit had a view and access to these
communal spaces, along with a private outdoor patio. Motor courts altemated the landscaped courtyards with an
enclosed garage for every unit

1In 1942, the public housing project Aliso Village combined several city blocks into a single 29-acre tract with a
continuous tree-lined pedestrian walkway and two- and three-story C, U, and H shaped buildings enclosing yards
within park-like settings.? Such projects were typically designed with community centers, playgrounds, tennis courts,
child care facilities, and wading pools, and located adjacent to elementary schools and commercial strips. While they
had most, if not all, of the amenities of the single-family home, they were built as large, introverted enclaves that
replaced the traditional intercannected nelghborhood grid. Their Inward orientation essentially created a physical and
social "isiand" from the rest of the community.

The infill sequels to these mega-block paradigms evolved with Los Angeles' "motor-city” repute. In the early 1980,
the Beverly Center shopping mall developed just narth of the mid-Wilshire District, creating a mega-block within a
single-family neighborhood. It sits above a six- story parking garage, resulting in eight stories of almost blank plaster
walls alang its streel elevations. Meanwhile, within residential neighbarhaads, increasing land values and up-zoning
favored stacked fiat apartment buildings a5 the most convenient way of packing the maximumn number of units on a
given lot. These buildings were typically designed as residential arms atop bpen parking garages facing the street, at
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University of Southemn California

Le Corbusier’s Ruin
The Changing Face of Chandigarh’s

Capitol

More than fifty years since its making, Chandigarh’s Capitol Complex, designed by Le Corbusier
remains a celebrated paradigm of Modern architecture and urbanism. But how has the 1950s Capitol
been understood and accepted by its intended citizenry over half a century of India’s sovereignty and
post-colonization? This article traces the Capitol’s multifarious guises—from what was originally
envisioned, to what was built, to what it has become today—and speculates on its potential future
identities. Through this post-occupancy review, it seeks to re-contextualize the Capitol’s
contemporary identity beyond its celebrated Corbusian profile, as an evolving compound trapped
between its original intentions and their unforeseen consequences.

Introduction
For all his association with Chandigarh,
Le Corbusier was not the first choice for its desian;
in fact he vas not even the second. The American
planner Albert Meyer in collaboration with Polish
architect Mathew Nowicki had generated a plan for
Punjab’s new capital in 1947." But with Nowickis
sudden death in 1950, their effort had come to a
freeze, and the administrators had approached the
Biitish architects Jane Drew and Maxwell Fry who,
pre-occupied with ongoing work suggested
Le Corbusier as 2 passible lead. With his initial
reluctance leading to a carefully conditioned
acceptance, Le Corbusier landed in India for the
first time in February 19512 Within six weeks he
“rationalized” the curved streets of Meyer's
scheme into 2n orthogonal grid, re-apportioned its
proposed “Villages” into “Sectors” thrice as large,
reduced the quantity of roads, and increased the
overall density (Figure 1). By the time Prime
Minister Nehru formally opened Chandigarh in
Octaber 1953, Le Corbusier's reputation had
propelled it to instant intemational attention.
Aschitects and historians from all over came to
witness what wauld be the largest built project of
Lhe master archilect.

Nehn's vision for a new moden capital had
emerged amidst the traumatic partition between
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India and Pakistan in August 1947. In this event,
Lahare, the capital of the state of Punjab, was
transferred into Pakistan, creating the need for a
new one. For Nehru, Chancigarh was not simply this
new capital, but an emblematic proclaim of
savereign India's modernity on the world stage; an
embodiment of his faith in the modern way of
fiving, from which the future of India was to
emerge. In translating that vision, not anly had
Le Corbusier transformed Incia’s destiny, but he had
also seemingly fulfilled Nehru's political stratagem
of suppressing India's colonial consciousness and
embodying her latent aptimism through the
Modernist ideals of this new city:

Yet, much of Chancigarh's magnetism lay less
in the city, and more in its Capitol Complex that
Le Corbusier had so meticulously designed. This new
administrative center built in beton brut seemed to
hold the intellectual gravity of the entire polis
despite its physical detachment from it
Le Corbusier had lacated it at the “head” rather
than in the middie of the city creating an isolated
setting whose anly visble context was the distant
Siwalik range and whose only limitation was the
Nehruvian behest for an architecture bearing no
resemblance Lo India’s past. With Le Corbusiers
formal abstraction only reinforcing Nehru's
Modernist aspirations, by the time the Assembly,
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High Court and Secretarizt were built, the image of
Chandigarh, forgetting Drew, Fry and Jennerret’s
housing, was almost exclusively associated with
these sculptural buildings. The Capitol was first an
emblem, then an urban center; its architecture was
always meant to be filled with the values and
meanings of a new Indie, “not.... the rules and
regulations laid dovin by (her) ancestors.”*

That was fifty years ago when India vas
nascent with sovereignty and the Capitol was
monument ta an entire nation. Todiay, the
questions of what was envisioned, what was.
realized, and how it was accepted and nurtured
over five decades of post-colonizaticn conjure
deeper, complex dizlogs. They overlay the Capitol's
celebrated profile with a complex evolving
compound that has taken many guises over time.
Such an assessment of the Capitol s particularly
relevant not only since Chandigarh has itself grown
and changed physically and politically, but because
the Capitol in many ways appears ta be lttle more
than an abandoned relic of a bygone era.” Once
ladlen with patriatic values, it stands neither
complete in its envisioned form, nor replete with
its founding meanings, laoming between the
Nehruvian-Corbusian vision hal. gave it birth and
the socio-political vicissitudes of post-colonial India
that nurtured it.

Manifesting Democracy

Public Space and the Search for
Identity in Post-War Japan

The entry of Western democracy into Asia represents one of the most significant dimensions of the
East-West cultural dialectic. The transformative formal and intellectual influences of Western

: "

democratic concepts on Asian urbanity and identity fc t
discourse on Asian cities today. This document explores the search for democratic space in
Japan—the first non-Western democracy in the world. By tracing the evolution and shifts of
Japanese public space over the last six decades, it attempts both a re-reading of the Japanese city as
a democratic construct, and of democracy itself as a culturally appropriated model.

Democracy in Japan: An Overview

Japan's defeat in World War Il marked the end of a
world. Tokyo, though spared the atomic destruction
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, looked just 25
devastated, 3 fourth of the city razed to the ground.
With the hardships and ultimate futilty of war, even
25 the Japanese seemed ready for newer value
orientations under the foreign power, the American
Occupation (1945-1952) sought to insinuate not
only a democratic political system, but also a
democratic society and cullure Lo support and
maintain it. The Emperor who had not 5o long ago
embodied divinity was now reduced to a mere
symbol; the anmed forces were dismantled; the
former Meiji constitution was completely revised
and officially adopted in 1946; and the Diet was to
be the Japanese parallel of Wester parliaments.
The American Occupation “intentionally implanted
and nurtured” the first industrialized democracy in
the non-Western world."

The idea of demaocracy, despite sporadic
movements, had never been able to institutionalize
itself in pre-war Japan. During the Tokugawa regime
(1603-1868) the shogun’s administrative methods
had suggested some early “democratic” tendenci
local feudal lords administered their own domains
just as local leaders would villages. Thus, despite an
undisputed central military govemment, the
shagunate had effectively remained a decentralized

However, the Meij Restoration (1867-1868) that
swept away the shogunate had sought to create a
centralized state with the emperor as the symbolic
impetus for cilizen unity and modernization.
Increasing politcal resistance prompted the drafting
of a constitution in 1889 and the establishment of a
national assembly—the Diet—elected by limited
suffrage. But with the military and administrative

remain f to the

Japanese city represents the setting for examining
its muifarious urban manifestations. The focus of
this article is on examining public space,
particularly in tiacing the intellectual and formal
search for expressions of democratic space between
the end of World War If and the beginning of
Japan's 19805 economic bubble, and charting its
concomitant or eventual shifts, contradictions, and

bureaucracy remaining responsible
not the Diet, it remained more nationalist than
democratic in its goals.

With the death of Emperor Meiji and the
accession of the young and incapable Emperor
Taisho in 1912, increasing urbanization and new
foreign ideas had led political intellectuals such as
Yoshino Sakuzo Lo coin the term “minponshug?” to
express a government “for the people” (but not yet
“by the people”). But within a decade, increasing
political alienation had been further aggravated by
Japan's invasion of Manchuria in 1931, And by
1937, with Japan’s invasion of China, the army
would completely take over the Japanese state,
eradicating any democratic traces and ending in the
disastrous war with the allies. This was the historic
backdrop against which democracy would be
officially introduced in Japan, not as an indigenous
cultural outcome, but as an American socio-political
experiment.

If Japan represents the six-decade-long legacy
of this Western democratic implant, then the
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by complex p
entities. The intention is to expand the rhetoric of
2 relatively understudied period of recent Japanese
history and refiect more deeply on the forces and
meanings of public space as seen in the Japanese
city today. Underlying this analysis is the
assumption that there is such a thing a
“democratic space,”” a public sphere distinet from
the state, for public debate, deliberation and
consensus. Tracing its evolutions and mutations can
both help reveal Japan's cultural cleavages, and
affim the reappraisal or negation of its democratic
aspirations. The new forms of post-war public space
in Japan can therefore be seen as the contest
and negotiated terrain of socio-political renewal
and cultural identity.

The idea of democracy carries many
‘connotations. This artcle takes a broad and inclusive
view of the term. It requires the rights of citizens to
participate in determining their form of government
and its constituent parts. It requires a government
that is sensitive to citizen preferences, weighing all
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B
16, goathetis wndings of

the Governor’s Palace, at the same location as
initally planned.

Who defines authenticity? If the construction
of the Museum of Knowledge in the form of the
Covemnor’s Palace can be an acceptable

“authentication” of Le Corbusier’s original vision,
why can Arce's scheme nat be read as the
dramatic transformation of the village of Kansal,
simuitaneously reinforcing the Capital’s original
and eventual destiny 25 a place of democrary

and participation? 11 the Capilols fulure can be
the intellectual domain of franchised elite
contemplating ts potential 5 a UNESCO
Wiorld Herilage Site, why can it not be the
inhahited terrain of the people who arguably
vt

Perhaps this is the Captals missing

| dimension: For all its demacratic innuendos, it has

evolved through anything but a democratic

| process. In fact were not its arigins “nan

democratic” to begin with? As Indian architect
Romi Khosla suggested, Lhe making of Chandigarh
wa a sense an “Imperial Plan” not tao
dissimilar from that of New Delhi”' Despite their
protest, twenty-four vilages and nine thousand
residents were displaced by a Euclicean plan
Nehru had the powers of the Viceray and his
dictum for an unzbashed Madernity, however, well
intentioned, was never subjected ta tae fitmus
test of the Indian public. Visionary yet autocratic,
his conviction that an informed elite could pave
the path 1o India's future was in this sense an
echo of its colanial past, and the germ of the
Capitafs continuing legacy.

Envisioned by 2 great leader, conceived by a
great architect, and thrust upon the infant
carsciousness of @ bom-zgain nation, the Capitol
then remains an unfinished utopia whase noble
aspirations and architectural prowess have not
been able to surpass the socio-political vagaries
of post-colonial India. An elusive place whose
emerging guises remain shrouded benesth an
antiquated Corbusian veil, it affinms that
architecture, however, masterful, is but a pawn in
the complex socio-palitical game of city-making.
Monumentaiity and civie pride are eventuzlly not
architectural but sacio-political phenomena, and
the ‘ntentions of monuments can become
confused even at their inception, and certainly
during their receptian—at ance an artistic,
palitical, and anthropological problem. While as
wisionary aspirations are imporlant, the
expectations and circumstances of those o
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seven sections — Mediterranean Harbor, American
Waterfron, Mysterious Land, Mermaic Lagoon,
Arabian Coast, Long River Delta, and Port
Discovery - but these are geared more for romantic
and gourmet pleasures. Ikspiari s a four level large
shopping mall resembling Califurnia and Florida’s
Dawrtown Disney shopping, dining, and
eatertainment area. It includes brand names such as
Paul Smith, Rope, Gap, Diesel, Benetton and
Tiffany, and gourmets from Godliva, Sembikiya,
Pierre Heim, Traltoria Sabatini, Segafiedg and
Planet Hollywood,

Interestingly, Tokyo Disneyland is not an
unapologetic replica of its American criginal, While
the overall park layout mirrors its American
counterpait—Fiom enley Lo Main Sticet Lo the
central Cinderella Castle roundabout branching into
the various “worlds” —there are differences
bebween the Lwo. Main Streel, called “World
Bazaar,” s covered by a Plexilas canopy, a5 is
Frontierland, here called Westemland. There is no
Mew Orleans Square and the steam train that
circumambulates the Los Angeles park runs around
Adventureland. Bul more visibly, most rides are
narrated in Japanese, all signs and restaurant menus
are printed in Japanese (with English translation in
small print), and almost all of the employees and
guests are natives,

From the standpoint of Japanese demociatic
space, the success of the theme park affirms that by
the late 19705 the placelessness of the modern
Japanese city had become the provocative,
intellectual cortext for newer dialagues and
directions. Disneyland had, in fact created a new
paradigm of mass gathering that had traditionally
occurred only during festivals. With emerging
architects such as Toyo o arguing in his essay
“Collage anc Superficiality in Archirecture” for a
new cultural notien of introverted, closed domains
to counteract the disarder of Japan's “Nan-Place
Urban Realm, ” the theme park vias seen as an
antidole to Japan's impoverished public realm,
affirming a perception of the Japanese city more
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THE JOY OF CITIES Landscapes

NOTES FROM ASIA, AFRICA AND CENTRALAMERICA
Indigenous Land Management
Strategies and Climate Change

Madelene Dalley and Vinayak Bharne highlight the crucial importance of
indigenous practices in contemporary climate-responsive planning

dwocating for indigenous practices is
crucial in the fight against climate chnge,  the critical role of indigenous lands, people and

tin the least cf which is dus to their
vital role in safegranding environmental resources
and stevarding eonlogical belance. Not anly

do the world's 370m katitats

covering 24% of the planet’s land contain as ruch  with sustainable land managerent and the

cogoingefiors of cinste respensive it |ndigenous
cultiwes cannct be averlooked communities

In this article, we overview treeindigencus  have acritical
communities from different continents to role toplayin
highlige practioes interfcing fod production— fimate change
conterporary challenges they face. The first response

a5 80% of the world's biodiversity (Sobrevila,

2008; IPS, 2017), they also practics centuries-cld
indigenous method s deeply rooted in sustainable
land iodi ion.

15 the Mayan Milpa system in Chiquinaula,
Guaterala, em phasising long used localised
hods to add

Indigencus communities have a critical role
o play in climate change response, evenasit
threatens the ecosystems cn which they rely for
food, water, medicine, livelihood and identity. In
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environm ental conservation challenges. The
second is the elaborate agro-ecosystems of
the Banaue Rice Terraces in the Cordillera
Administrative Regicn of Luzon, Philippines.

Case Studies
Location bap

The third is the Baka community in south-eastern
Cameroon that illustrates the iraportance of
waditional noradic practices in conserving
bicdiverse hotspots wnder threat, These examples
form only part of a vast pool of numerous such
indigenous practices worldwide.

Today, indigencus oom runities warldwide
face significant barriers stemm ing from economic
instability or the lack of governmental suppert,
‘hindering their ability to successfully continue
their practices. Due to systenic marginalisation
and the lack of representationin land
management policy-making processes, indigenous
communities contime to get overlooked ar
even excluded from modem planning efforts
addressingclimate change. This exclusion is
2 significant issue because it di wegards their
valwable time-tested ecclogical knowledge,
undermines the effectiveness of existing clirate-

an exawple of Central America's rich rix of
indigenous settlerents, historic sites and
agricultural lands. As one cf the most populous
municipalities in the region, it oversees
significant cultural heritage sitesand vital
natural landscapes like the 295,325.acre Trifinio
Fraternidad Transboundary Binsphere Reserve.
This Reserve spans Cuaterala, Bl Salvader, and
Honduras, protecting the Mentecristo cloud
forest and its rare flora and fauna. Part
of approximately 988,421 acres of land within
Central America's protected forests dedicated
9 supporting agricultural pracioss (Food and
Agriculture Organization (FA0), 2010),
this area plays a vital role inconservation efforts
and food scurity for the cowntry. [t serves as cne
of the municipalitys main sources for faming,
a practice intrinsic to Chiquiraula’s livelihood.
The Milpa system, a regional palyculture

Tespan and sira

threatens the cultural heritage and livelihoods
of indigenous populations, exacerbating scoial
and environm ental injustices. We seek, through
thisarticle, toadvacate for indigenous rights
and inclusion in Jand maragement planning and

gback o pre.-
Coluwa bian times, remains a corner stane of
sustainable agricultural production and land
stevardship for the area. Maize is intercropped
withotker species, suchas commen beans,
faba beans, squashes or potatoes with  great

policy, toward fostering mere
and halistic climate change responses

The Milpa Intercropping System,
Guatemala

Located in eastern Cuatemala, and bordering
Honduras and El Salvador, Chiquiraula is

diversity of “This cyclical
method, spanning roughly 20 years, promotes
sail health, water conservation, erosion reduction
and the protection of enderic species. While

the extent of crop diversity varies depending

an climate, topography, soil, natural vegetation
and even the specific community diets, “niche

AMilpa fiad inK'izhe!
5 Guatemah at the south
slope ofthe Cuchumatan
2 mourtains
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The Tree Houses of the Korowai

Tennessee

s, Nicolle Cotes Chong and Vinayak Bhame provide a glimpse

into the unique building culture of aremote tribe in West Papua

ta time of increasing environrertal
A:mm, the ageless wisdom of vemacular
xchitecture offer us pointers onnot only
how to rethink built forms ard space, butalso
their relationship with clirate and nature. All
vemacular architecture is born through a careful

the cyel
pattems and phencruena, as well as the easy
availability of proximate materials, There are those

exaraples that rotanly take
processes and forms to unique extremes, but offer
deeper reflections and lessons on how architecture
canintersect with eoological aspects swhas natwe
Tegenerationard revewal.

The tee houses of the rexaote Korowai wite
of West Papua, Indenesia, are a case in poirt. The
Korowai have anestimated population of 4,000
pecple thatexist with relatively litde contact
beyond their native lands. They stard out in the
world of vernacular architecture because their
tree howses sitliterally atop the earth anywhere
from 30 10 120 feetin height. This offers ther
protection from the threats of the jungle below,
while avoiding the seasoral flood waters from
nearby rivers. It is also a fom of defensive
fortification to disuptrival clans from capturing
pecple for slavery cr cannibalisra (Stasch). The
Fouses are inhabited by groups of 1010 20 pecple
for anly three to five years, after which a new
home is built in the sae place cna cyclical basis
When the area can no longer sustain the dwelling's
oconstruction, its location is moved within another
jungle terrivory (Stasch, 2011)

Tre idea of moving the tree house to a new
Iocation is rotjusta ratter of pragmatics ard
canvenience. Itis infact a far desper ecological
endeavour to allow the interrupted forest site ©
replenishard recover. Itis about enswring that
nopermanentard longterm daraage is done 1o
any single partof a forest through conoentated
developraent. Itis abowut leaving nature 1o
replenishand renew iteelf. It is abour letting trees
grow backand bealing parts of  disturbed forest
‘The lesson of the Korowai wee bouse is thisas
wwchabow dwellingas it is abouteoological
renewal (Van Enk, 2018).

The construction of a Korowai tree house
followsa sequential and logical patern. Trees are
selected as the base cr primary support for the
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dwelling and the area surmounding the slected The idea of
eeiscleared. Slim support poles are erected to X
add stabilty. The constructicn of the dwvelling moving the tree
begins with the floor process because it must be house toa new
zlh‘em mﬂw;mg;f admni 2 P;OPX‘; "‘;‘:f locationis not

s acoomm odate fire pits. The walls a G
are last, both from partsof the sago justa ma.tter of
palm. To reach the perched srwtue, wll ladders ~ PYagmatics and
withnotched footholds are built out of a single convenience.
tree. The entire comuunityis involved in the Itisin fact
building process. The lifspan of a tree house acts far d
as a reference for the Korowad calendar, with life @ 191 d€€per
cycles measured by the number of mhabied wee  @COlOgiCAl
dwe‘l;:gs ;fwm ‘ﬁll)- _— i endeavour

st Papua is the second largest tropical

uinforest i te worl efes e amsacmand s (O GHIOW the
currently threatened by rapid deforestation. previous f°'e§t
A50f2016, an estimated 100,000 acres of the site toreplenish
arigiral forest have beencut down. These forests  and recover

not only host the Korowai people, butalso
nurture a diverse ecosystem thataccounts for
7% of the werlds species. They are largely being
depleted by logging, cccurringillegally in scme
cases (Carrett, 2018).

The wasteful method of buming used to clear

rowibave an
estimated total popukstion
of 4,000 peope that exist

with mitiely ittle contart

beyond their rativelands

R R T O R
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Sequenee of construction of a Korowa tres house

Hr 1. Forest sactioncleared amund s2keted tree

VY complted in afewweeks

2.Tre house Bons!mc(i?n begins and is

3.Tre bouse occupied Thehou e is mbuiltinthe
[ % same beationewerythiee 1o fve years until the site
| 4l mlongeralions it

-
4. Newtree bowse construction begins in
4 s2pamte part of the forest. iral days of
s OcGUpying prRYIDNS tree house. Note that the

tree houses shownin 3.and 4.are differertas
they hane been rebuit cvertine

-
=

CRAWING: NIDDLLE COTES CHONGE VINAYAK BHARNE

5. Mow tree house occupied Theold tree house
sita has mgrownand rejuenated itself as
forest




The Wild(ing) City

Urbanisation and the environment are interdependent and must work

Loft Fans Canada Highvay
Wildife averpass between
BnfiandLake ousc.

Hm Stork nestondwdlling
chimney

3 5 Al
2 5
: 5,
together if we are to have cities that thrive and survive the dangers of climate H 55
change Vinayak Bhame tells us about how nature is adapting and why we ¢ 5
must dothe same z B
4 e
ach v lamaninvted gt the Ter and over 800 meters long ang span::dmlway Far from 3 2
river, roadway, and sports . ‘
cemmonym Los Angeles This premer camplex (Danb/ 2004). The Netherlandsalo has becoming stand out for their willingness to embrace their Whatin tum does it mean for us urkanists Whenit
induding extinct, these petiitel it i v bt invested in making our citiesmare liveable comes to the
outstanding i Inowledgeand and ducts) that prots ofbadgers,  denizens of ‘While such eff and ble? When it comes to the earths earth's future
leadership of preservingand erhiancng theplanets  wildboar, and deer, ASf2012, the Vluwe 1000 o vl 4 have to urbanizing wildermess they oo s future, wbarization and dimate change may AL
anvircnmen. Pat recpents indude the bkes cf Jane  square Klometers of the regioris woods, drifting h d attention to theresihence and adaptability of the  well be the two most important trends that will urbanisation
Goodall, Jred Diamand and M.S sands, thel nature area in North earned to wild to everything we mpose onit. They suggest shape its destiny nthe decadesshead. andthey  and climate
andinsututions like The Barefoot CollegeandRed  Westem Europe, contains rine eco-ducts, that adapt to our that the ity 1s getting related. Cities have polluted change may
Latinoamericara de Botarnica. Bach April, Iretum are used to shuttle wildife across highways, And urban jungle “wild" For example, I have seen wild coyotes (he atr, destroyed living systems, paved entire
heme inspired anthe enchandby the warkand The Neherbndsalso e rflaruniscalled. 4 egnter Lt lurking on the street nfrortof myhousenLos  communities with toxe duries of gravel and well be the two
of thel and donthe  “Widspiegel” (Wildlife mirror) to keep wil dlife from NEER Angeles. Such sightingsare not unusual anymore;  oil, tumed millions of acres of arableland every most important
otherabout howmud isat stakeat the intersection  assing motorvaysat night. the notions of itisknownthat coyotes come down thenot-so-  year into desert, and inoduced thousands of trends that will
of envrormentalism and urbanization What is far more significant, however, is height, distance, st hllsand vender throughneghborhoods  sythetic chemicals o theervironment susng  ghopelite destin
Cansider for instance the nexus of that these efforts are also engaged in monitoring space, and to get to urban waterholes, Infact, coyotes, the greatest rate of species extinction in the last T
infrastructure and wildife - two aspects that thefr acuual workings to undarstand their tp oo whase lugubrioushowls have managed toreach  65-million years. None of us can magine bvingin. i the decades
remain.on thefringeof matnstream ciyamaking  ongaing effectensss Since 1996, arks Caada extireina midtown New York, have respanded to decreases  sucha dangerous system, but thisis exaclywhat  ahead
d Irfia Targely dwith the forest of another in their population levels withaninrease intheir  weare doing The dilemrmass dear: On the one
damain of engineering professiorals focused on effectiveness of the proposed crossings. The past kind - where reproductive rates. Canada now even has anew hand, cities bear the potential to serveas engines
utiltarian concems whilelackingknowledge o decade has produced anumber of publications (for  spreats are species, the Coy Wolf, ahybrid from coyoteand  of economic growth, particularly in the least
the subtleties of ecological behavior: Thousands  example Clevenger & Waltho, 2000, 2001 & 2007) wolf parents with the best qualities of both, lurking ~ developed courtries, pulling more people out of
of urban creeks, streams and rivers currertly aralyzing the crossings’ mpact onvarious species  Canyons and along Toronto's freeways and using these less poverty than at any other tane in human history.
liemercilessly channeled, devoid of anylife. and overall widifemortality. Evidendy, 10 species  SKYSCrapers are irhabited routes to ravigate the aty. On the other, dimate change can ransform all this
Meanwhile, wildife remains the concem of of large mammals (induding deer, elk, Hlack bear,  cliffs Meanwhile, peregrine falcon chicks are with sea-level rise, unpredictable weather pattems
ecologistsand environmentalists, whose studies  grizzly bear, mountain lion, wolf, moose, and hatching atop Brooklyn Bridgeand Boston andresource scarcity.
seldom find direct interface with city-making coyote) have used the 24 Banff crossings a total of skyscrapers fulflling the bird's natural preference What thisall boils downto s that we wban
processes: For example, in theirlandmark 1998 84,000 times as of Jarmary 2007 (Clevenger 2007). for dliffsand movntain peaks. Tokyo researchers  designersand city plannersare in fact rightat
artidle, biologists Michael Soul and Reed Noss The research hasalso idenified how wild animals have observed crows drapping welnuts m the helm of the global environmental campaign,
defined thedea of Rewilding as “restoring big need tmeto adapt to such structwres before they highways to crack them open. Pigeons areroosting  shoulder-to-shoulder with environmentalists. If
wildernessbased onthe regulatory roles of large  feel comfortable using them: grizzly bear rossings under Puerto Rican eaves undaunted by ! there isa side of this campaign that deals with
p}x:dla;:rs Thde:pomed fa‘ﬁer patient res:]arch mazfoezseeil ﬁ;:m s}elv;lnm 19?::%?” than mdti Fiioy Gabl:gfd of Rh :‘s\;as o h‘ (h; ;unsem;;rél and preservation nlf mtu;:,
that large predatorsare often insrumental in n , although the number of bearsusing the made the historic buildings of Jaipur their home. wildermness e envirorment at large, then
the integrity of d th d the same. Wolf crossings Stork chicks hatch on Lunduns chimneys. Feral there isan equally 1mpumnx dimension that
;eq\nre ex;;‘:swe space. andd colrzrl?cnvnbt:,:. ‘The gap maea;gd from twod(E Papgru;l::;ly 140 ;lv:}r] (}:le :;; :re l h bl ;,{arh Los h:s;lo 1 e ;;Fl vmhf
etween infrastructureand wildlfe is but one same 10-year period (Parks , unpublishe es streets on telephone cables attan the dogmas, habitsand effects of contemporary
example of alarger intellecmal fissure dominating  results). Similar monitoring is currently undervay summer nightsare filled with choruses of insects ~ urbarization. The reform has to come from both
oururbanand ervironmental furure. i the Netherlandsas well. Inshort, these projects competing with car alarmsand garbage wucks. sides and mare. Asprofessionals and activists
‘There are however, same effortsat this == Birds in Mumbai have learned to make nests of struggling to erable more environmentally
urban-wildlife intersection that are worthy of worn-out shirt hangersamidst the paucity of twigs,  sensitive cities - by incentivizing public transit in i
attention: In Canads, the Banff National Park s Far from becoming extina, these denizensofthe  place of cars, reating compact walkable places, 2717 W,,‘ﬂf;,‘“g”mw
bisected by the Trans-Canada Highway (TCH), ld v leared to adapt w our whenjungleand.  bringingagriolture ko the oy workimg wih  Infuncrg A
g Pt jung gingag 1y, working
and to reduce the effects of thislarge fourlane reinterpret thenotions of height, distance, space,  ecologists to replenish degraded ecosystarms, and m Wg; "..mfﬁm
arterial, 24 wildlife crossings (22 underpasses and texture ina forest of another kind - where most impartantly educating citizens on why this is ; Gonservation Blogy,

and two overpasses) have been built to ensure
habitat connectivity while protecting motorists.
Meanwhile, the Netherlands boasts the world’s

PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Roadside reflector urits
called: Wildspiegd " wildiife

streetsare caryons and skyscrapersare dliffs
Does this suggest thelimits to which the city can
become “natural’, or is it evidence of

s0 important - we urbanists have a immenseand
consequential rale to play in this larger picture. We
ndeed lists of st

w{ ] m 2 (Feb. 2000),
mumm{mmm

longest eco-duct wildlife overpass called the it e i nature is hitting back and “un-taming” the city? Cvmyflmnmy Gou[s!v'
Natuurbrug Zander§ Crailoo. This massive A At e, What does this mean for envirormertabists seeking vk Bhame s practemgurhan desgner sed nZos i mrte Fa(hgga s
structure, completed in 2006, is 50 meters wide lands to conserve earth’s ecologiesand wilderness? ingeles and the Executive Editor of MyLiveableCity 0.3, pp. 2-
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Re-reading the Taj Mahal
and its Environs

Vinayak Bharne reassesses the linkages between the past, present and future of
one of the most famous monuments in the world

or ong af the most visiled dostinaicns
in the world, the reading of the famous
Taj Mahal cemains pititully limited., Tt

is dominated by a whitc marb]

ifice

]
prinarily from its quadrangular garden. A lingar
founcain interrupted by a platform bisects the
visual composiion aad the building appears
al frarned by four wninars

wisitors, this
image of the Mughal mausnleurn, devoid af
any largee physical and fntellectual backdrap,
desainates its contemporary

In September 2014, the Yamuna River
touched the base of the Taj Mahal's 300-metre
long, rivec-taciag terrace for the fest dme in
tnore: than tvo docads. 1

i had raised th
A momentous event in recent history of the
celebrated monumenc fronting A »
rivecbed, The event generated much publis
aplirmism and also, more imporLantly, hope for
the Ly Mahal -l studies
have naw concluded that the streagth of the
wondea shafts hulding topether ts fvadation

d by thi:

arced poaple Lo re.

rm Muture.

‘pends on being constantly moise

river's water. The event alse

CAIGINALWATER LEVEL cica 2090

wonumental gesture. The
with over half a million peoy
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Leit: Residents from the

proximate vil3es se the
dricd Yamuna iverbed in
frontof the T Mahal ssa
cricket field

Bsiow: Dagradation
Femins s e e

read the Ta] Mabal, revisit ics idea as a rivedirant of the Yamun River was plnned by Shah 300 mewe luag river faciag testace wich steps
and e plate s ex cas fahan's great, great «mahma b, the or ghaisat its b the water. The
|A|¥.<y than the white marble-clad b lounder ol al I3 in 1526 hased plinth conlaine
It rnay ot | interconnceted chas 1 via slairs
Mabal was

of a larger urban landscape, a mic
ol broader lrmal, sesthetic and symbolic
relationships Lo the natural landscape, the aily
nd other monuments. Over the past centuries,
this landseape b
maiming conveniently shrsuded w visitors,
ting 1o the skewed meanings and receptions

h

lighting The Lmperor
the iver freun the lndlin
(ropal quarters), park at th
the top of the re

sandstone e
approach the white marble i

from tein oyl huv.l'u al tuerets at th ends; these
o 1as resting places for the visiting
dows and provisions for

would boat down

below the Shah Burj

harss, climb to
d then
< was the

Lurkiag behind the idea of the Taj Mahal coday, ki ;’,:;‘FT:‘" the Ty Mahaly I v bamare

i i The Taj Mahal With Shal Jaharrs shift of the Mughal capital
e Urban Artifact was conceived as froon Agra  Shaljabasabad n 1645, the

In 1631, with the decisizn o memarialise = z

bis duceased queca Arumand Banu Bega Twoviews of the s Hahal aninextricable infill the design of the Taj o was gradially bceaipled by Gomnionste

(Murataz Mabal), Shah Jaban, the ﬁ“h Mughal :_ﬂm,;zmiﬂ" partofalarger .. wasditerent irom that o the other 4 using the water (or sacred riluals

Tnpersr, would - like his prede from the Yamuina River urban landscape  buildiags clong the rives, which were generously 1y, with several villas sold
ermbellsh the.city of Agra with anather (oeloe) set back from the water's edge and ceptaalised by their ewners and converted it fuaerary
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ﬁ:ﬁggﬁ;nd Public Space
in Urban India

Vinayak Bharne traces the evolution of street temples and reflects on holy festivities that
take to the streets

liere arc wany obvious things that ANONYMOUS LANDMARKS The public realm
I diffecentiate the public realm of urban Wayside shrines are prototypical elements of of the Indian
India from other sacieties. In the the Indian city. They appear ananymously as 5 I
ted States, for example, cities are focused  smeared stones or diminutive statuetes under  City contradicts
slorming automobile-dominated anointed street Lrees, as minialuse chambers conventional
spraw] landscapes into pedestrian-friendly along city streers, and even appendages to definitions
domains to inspire people to walk. Tn Indian privately owned buildings. They are all illegal
cities, pedestrians are ubiquitous, magically eroachments on the public don
navigating moving vehicles within the right- violating zoning ordinances and
of-way itsclf, along with other denizens like is ot that they always escape their infractions.
stray dogs and cows. Driviag pattecns iu ladia In Mumbai in October 2003, for iustance,
are also different from other places in that municipal authorities launched a campaign to
there is na lane driving, cars and two-wheelers demolish illegal streer shrines. But while several
squeeze past cach other like a shoal of fish, Aud  shrines vanished, thei lovations continued to
for the colossal number of urbanites with na
fundamental shelter at the extreme hottom of
the vconomic pyramid, urban streets, parks and
public buildings are places to live and sleep. As [f}
a complex commons spontanconsly cl
posse P and ”.,mmxaml by un
in many different ways, the p =
Tndian ity contradicts convenrional definitions [ >
and its dominant planning challenge is less X
about creative urban design and more about e
effective reinforcement and management.
One of the most intrigning forces ("
sustainiag this commons is religion, wore
annual festivities and ritualistic processions
chat charge city streets, squaces and public "

spaces with a sacred encrgy. Taken togother
ey represent a distinet urbanist associated

with a secular nation's various religions and

cults, The narrative that follows claboratoson
some of the workings of this urba
focus on expressions of the Hindu faith, 1he £
broader phenomena discussed throughon
narrative however, hold true for several vth
seligions in India. The intent of this essay then
i3 10 provoke deeper reflections on the
and potential of this sacred urbanism to India's

istn with a

AT, i

4!@‘\ |- 7“ |

— Ll b mypicat evolution of
- | anancintod troe toan
.. urban temple

urban future and o all for its interface with
mainstream dialogue on Indian city planning.
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URBAN BLUEPRINT Path to Faith

WALKING TO PANDHARPUR
Assessing the
Significance of the
Wari Pilgrimage

Chinar Balsaraf and Vinayak Bharne examine the social, economic
and cultural potential of a sacred communal walking ritual in India

silhouette shows the delty o
Lord Vitthal. Tho pilgrimage
route is across the figure.
Tho distance travelled por
day s shown yortically onthe
loft The activities aborg the
routoar shown verticaly on
the right

subj
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be venerated as sacred ruins and many were
even reborn in other forms atfirming their
esilience and immunity. Today, thousands of
illegal wayside sheines all across ludia sustained
through communal pacronage and worship, are
wmorphing into bigger encitics and places with a
significant presence in the daily life
of people.

Consider for instance, the Pipaleshwari
Kali Maudir, located near Connought Cireus
in New Delhi’s central business district. In
awacant lot hehind the district’s wholosale

Dower bazaar, it serves as a quiet reteeal as
well as point of local communal gathering.
Tencath the branches of a marure peepal tree,
four adjacent shrines are unified under a metal
porch, creating a shack-like temple. Between
the shrines is a starage room containing the
temple’s worship apparate
housing an old lady who maintains the place.

i, and a chamber

Daily pateers are predictable: Asound 6:00 ..,
the lady sweeps and washes the temple grounds.
A snack vendor sets up a mobile shack beside

the tree. Ou the adjacent sidewalk, a barber
sets up an open-to-sky salon, with a stool, tawel
and shaving instruments. A couple of cy
sickshaws pack nearby waitiog for customers. A

candering hermit who has made this shrine his
| destination for over 20 years appears on
s daily rounds. AUT:00 .t priest dressed
in saffron garb arrives at the premise, performs
morning rimals and formally apens the temple
for daily business. De d the
neighbourhood begin their daily visits bringing
fo0d and mancy as offerings and receiving
blessings in return,

How did this neighbourhood landmark

of sorts come to be? A conversation with the
wandering hermit revealed
timeline: The peepal tree has been a saced spol

o

followir

Wayside shrines in
urban India

Top: Pipaleshwari Kali
Mandir, New Delhi

Gottan; Morming rituals of
Pipaleshviar Kali Mandir,

lady sweeps the temple
grounds: 7:05 am. - the
pricst circumambulatos the
shrines;: 745 am. - moning
worship of deities; 7:30
am. - tho first dovoteo of

day his offering
(documentation done in
2010)
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DESIGN PROJECTS


mailto:Vinayak@bharnecollaborations.com

Potters Village, Fayoum, Egypt - A masterplan for a new exurban village with a mosque and school, using mud as the building material. The key organizing
element isa housing cluster of 20 units around a common circular courtyard with a cooling tower.
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Potters Village, Fayoum, Egypt (Continued)

VINAYAK BHARNE SELECTED WORK



Conservation Plan, Puebla, Mexico

The Plan introduces as tram route and a public bicycle share system. It reprograms the areaaround the Puebla Cathedral asa select-vehicles-only zone.
Existing public spaces are enhanced to augment pedestrian activity with farmers markets, urban farming and outdoor dining are as.
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Conservation Plan, Puebla, Mexico
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Waha New Town, Marakkech, Morocco

A masterplan for a new exurban town with low-rise multi-family courtyard and sideyard housing types arranged in blocks with local farms in the middle. The
town also includes a central mosque and water harvesting fields at the edge.
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Rural Growth Study, Badami, India
An urban design plan to offer spatial direction to the existing land use plan for this sacred village. The plan proposes six new water harvesting lakes which
become the armatures of directed rural growth while creating a cooling microclimate within the arid climate of the region.
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Cinta Costera Planning Study, Casco Viejo, Panama

Casco Viejo, Panama'’s historic core was significantly transformed with the building of the Cinta Costera highway to help bypass vehicular traffic through the
settlement. This study proposes to decongest the Casco Viejo by introducing boat traffic. It simultaneously proposes a mangrove forest around the highway
to transform the concrete infrastructure into a new ecological research center.
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Old Guangzhou Open Space Plan, Guangzhou, China

A masterplan to revitalize Old Guangzhou’s historic waterways and open spaces around the new Museum of Cantonese Opera. The plan proposes the
incremental cleaning of the canalsand their upgradation into promenades and outdoor theater spaces. An adjacent shophouse street istransformed into a
new informal market street to supplement the activity within the existing alleys of the neighborhood.
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City Center Masterplan, Maripol, Ukraine
(in collaboration with Dutton Architects)
A masterplan for a new city center organized around a major arterial and historic Soviet-era building.
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Panaji Church Square Masterplan, Goa, India (in collaboration with Siddha Sardessai Architects)

A masterplan to renovate a historic square into a flexible space for carsand pedestrians. The project also includes the amalgamation of the square with an
adjacent park which is upgraded and repurposed to serve asa flood control space during the rainy season.
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Conservation Master Plan, Xixinan, China

A planning study to conserve the village of Xixinan in the Anhui Province in China. Beyond protecting the waterbodies and agricultural assets, the plan
focuses on reviving the existing artist community by transforming streets and house facades into outdoor art galleries as edu cational, tourism nagnets and
economic catalysts.
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Boyle Heights Community Hub

A tactical urbanism strategy to use a two-block-long street in a low-income neighborhood as a flexible multi-activity community space. The project createsa
graphic event calendar showing activity and corresponding props that can be used by community members to transform the street per the calendar on
specific days.
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Empowering the Widows of Varanasi
(in collaboration with Andrea Binz)
A strategy to enhance the lives of a marginalized community through small-scale urban farming and craft-making.

Empowering the Widows
of Varanasi

Andrea Binz and Vinayak Bharne discuss their proposition to empower
amarginalised women s community through small-scale urban farming O F F E R I N G
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COMPOSTING SUPPLIES

WIDOWS + URBAN FARMING

SUPPORT HEALTH

PROVIDE SEEDS + NUTRITION

+ SUPPLIES

REDUCE CORRUPTION
+ ENSURE FAIR PRICING FOR SALES

MEDIATION

BETWEEN WIDOWS, VENDORS, + TEMPLES

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
WOMEN-LED NGOs + ORGANIZATIONS + ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

KRISHNA JANMASHTANY
RAKSHA

BANDHAN

DIWALI

NAVRATRI / DUSSEHRA

=

MAKAR SANKRANTI

CHHATH PUJA
GANESHA CHATURTHI

Prasada (religious offering)
TEMPLES + DEVOTEES

A close partnership is formed between the community of widows engaged In urban
+ farming, women-led NGO that provide support, and temples and devotees.
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Reinventing the Qanat
(in collaboration with Selin Guner, Justin Zhu & Eric Babakhani)

Explores how the Qanats (historic subterranean hydro-infrastructure) of Yazd, Iran, might be repurposed as contemporary grey -water harvesting systems
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SED SYSTEM: QANATS AS GREY WATER REUSE SYSTEM
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Saving the Guna Yala
(in collaboration with Nicole Cotes Chong & Daniela Velazco)
A study on how sea level rise and ocean acidification is affecting the Guna people and their island villagesin the Caribbean Sea.

Nabauer

L)
Siacuac 4@ Sabdur

Comprised of six bridge linked igld
One of the largest GunatoWng.
Population 2,802
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Mapping the Panama Canal
(in collaboration with Nicole Cotes Chong)

A documentation of the morphology and formal elements of one of the largest engineered landscapes on the planet.

= = PanamaCanal- Sty
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1. Allantic Ocesn

2. Cristobal Harbor

+«+3, Transition Channel

4, Gatun Locks

-5, Agua Clara Locks

&, Gatin Lake

7. Chagres River

8. Culebra Cut

9. Continental Divide

0. Padhro Miguel Lack

11, Cocoli Locks

11, Mirallores Lake

+=12. Miraflores Locks

+--13. Balboa Harbor

w114, Transition Channel




Documenting Nevsehir Rock City, Cappadoccia, Turkey
(in collaboration with Selin Guner)
A documentation of the evolution and morphology of a unique subterranean habitat
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Sacredscapes in Hindu India

A documentation of the multifarious urban manifestations of Hindu sacredness — from wayside shrines to temple towns.

Wide stone steps that are the soul of Banaras and are what we call, ‘Ghats’

| b —— fi =, e X =R <
Temporary structures like the chauki crowned by significant to the ghats as they define where the priest performs his rituals.

(image source: rofessar Vinayak Bharne)
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Urban Form in Space & Time
A study of city form as evolutionary patternsand typological variation.
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